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Hour of Power vom 03.03.2019 
 
GOOD MORNING/INVOCATION – Chad und Hillary Blake 
CB: This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
HB: Yes, hello. You know what, God is at work in this place. God is at work 
in your life, and the best truly is yet to come, amen? Would you turn around to 
the people next to you; give them a hug and say God loves you and so do I. 
CB: Welcome to Hour of Power. We are so glad you are here. Many of you 
are probably a little confused as to why I’m up here, as am I. Hillary and I were 
on vacation this last week and I got a phone call from Bobby on Friday as he 
was rushing to CHOC Hospital. Cohen had had a seizure on Monday, another 
one on Tuesday, and then he had several on Friday and so the neurologist 
called him in and they’ve been under observation, running MRI’s, and all sorts 
of different testing. So he called me Friday afternoon and said welcome back, 
I need you to preach on Sunday. We’re thrilled to be with you this morning, but 
our thoughts and our prayers obviously go up to the Schuller family. Hannah 
is also out of the country with her mother right now, so they got a lot going on.  
So would you join me this morning in prayer? Father, we thank you that we 
can come to this place and worship you here. Lord, that you are present in our 
lives. And so Lord, we enter into that with joyful thanksgiving for what you are 
doing. Lord, we pray for the Schuller’s and for Cohen and all that is going on, 
and we ask you to be part of that. Lord, we ask you to heal all of those in our 
congregation that are suffering from something. Lord, be with us. You are the 
God who is with us, Emmanuel, in Jesus’ name, amen. 
HB: Amen. 

 
 SCRIPTURE – Mark 5, 30-34 – Hillary Blake 
HS: HB: As we prepare our hearts for today’s message, hear these 
words from Mark chapter 5, verses 30-34: 
At once, Jesus realized that power had gone out from Him. He turned around 
in the crowd and asked, who touched my clothes? You see the people 
crowding against you, His disciples answered, and yet you can ask who 
touched me? But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. Then the 
woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at His feet, 
trembling in fear and told Him the whole truth. 
He said to her, daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed 
from your suffering. Amen. 
 
INTERVIEW – DANNY FEHSENFELD                        
CB: With us is Danny Fehsenfeld, a talented artist with a multi-faceted 
career. We’re happy to have him back with us to share his musical gifts, and 
to celebrate his God centered success. There’s a good chance our viewers 
and our congregation know you, whether or not they recognize you. Can you 
give us a quick rundown of where they may have seen you before? 
DF: Well there are two possibilities. I used to work at the Cathedral singing 
and playing with the praise band a number of years ago from 2003 to 2006. 
But where most people probably have seen my face way too many times is on 
television commercials. Currently I’m the Jeep guy driving around, telling 
people how to drive a Jeep. I am the spokesman for a company called Salon 
Pas, which is a back patch. In the last number of years, I’ve been a 
spokesperson for companies like Rolaids.. 
CB: It’s clicking for everyone right now. It’s clicking. They’re like oh yeah. 
DF: Yes. 
CB: That’s wonderful. And your father was an evangelist. Can you tell us 
how your father’s ministry had an impact on your life?  
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 DF: My father was a traveling evangelist, so I grew up with seven kids. There are seven 
kids, so six siblings, and we traveled the country ten months out of the year from the day I was born 
until I was 16 when my father passed away. So by the time I was 16, I had traveled a 160 months 
and the impact that that had on my life was two-fold, I think, the greatest being was that we had a lot 
of time to spend in our imagination. Because of the way we grew up, I couldn’t do extracurricular 
activities; couldn’t take music classes or play sports or any of the things outside of scholastic 
achievement and going to church six nights a week. I spent a lot of time in my imagination, which 
became a great benefit throughout my life. It was God-given. Paul wrote in the New Testament, “Be 
not conformed to this world, but rather be transformed by the continual renewing or changing thereof 
of your imagination.” 
 The second great gift that gave me growing up that way was the gift of introspection. Looking 
at every interaction as an opportunity to grow and to change, and also, to learn to see God moving 
within everything. 

CB: Amazing. What great gifts. You’ve described a revelation that you had about seven 
years ago relating to your faith. Can you share with us a little bit about what the revelation was? 
 DF: Sure, like many people, I got to a stage in my life where I was making ends meet, but 
I was barely doing so. I had a lot of dreams and desires of my heart that I wanted to see to completion. 
I was out walking with my dog one night, I have a little Jack Russell named Johnnie. I was having 
an honest discourse. I called it David moment. You know, when you read the Psalms, you see him 
having a time where he’s angry, a time where he’s crying, another time where he is writing things 
like I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Marvelous are thy works. He had this honest discourse with 
God, which is probably no wonder why as the twelfth child he decided to be, by God, the first king of 
Israel in the lineage of Jesus. I was having this honest discourse. Here this crazy artist David, like 
myself, talking to God, and I said God, I don’t understand why I’ve had this honest relationship with 
you for so many years, yet I struggle financially. And this voice inside of me said hey, you know that 
definition of faith that everybody quotes? I said yeah – “faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen.” Great, what do I do with that? And the voice said, there’s no faith 
without hope. Hope is the substance, it’s the driving point. I said great, what do I do with that? The 
voice says, “Without vision, people perish. Hope deferred makes the heart sick.” Then He begins 
flooding my mind with these scriptures. As I walked back to my house, James says “life and death 
is in the power of the tongue.” John 1:1 says “in the beginning was the word; the word was with God, 
the word was God.” In Proverbs it says “whatever a man thinks in his heart so he becomes.” I put 
like a mathematical equation together and I said well, I’m not sure what to do with us, but what I’m 
going to do is take Jesus verbatim where He said “ask, expecting, though it already is, and it will be.” 
No caveat in that. I began speaking out what I desired, at that time in my life, to be the number one 
commercial actor in the world. I just thought I’d reach for it. Within one year, I had shot 20 spots, and 
I was on the front page of Ad Week, and on Good Morning America. 
 CB: Wonderful. Awesome. It’s such a beautiful testimony about how just getting scripture 
into us can shape us in powerful ways, and it’s at the heartbeat of what we believe as a church, and 
so we’re so thankful for you sharing that with us, and you’re also going to share your gift of singing 
with us here in just a minute, so would you join me in thanking Danny! 
 

DECLARATION – Chad Blake 
Would you hold your hands out like this as we say this confession that we say each and every week: 
I’m not what I do. I’m not what I have. I’m not what people say about me. I am the beloved of God. 
It’s who I am. No one can take it from me. I don’t have to worry, I don’t have to hurry, I can trust my 
friend Jesus, and share His love with the world. Amen. 

 
MESSAGE – Chad Blake "The Greatest Moment of Your Life is Available Now" 

For those of you who are just joining us, Bobby is at the hospital with Cohen, and we are 
sending all of our prayers his way, and with the whole Schuller family, and just wishing them all the 
best and all of the doctors that are involved with that, and we’re just expecting great news to come. 
But so he called me on Friday and asked me to preach this morning, and I was a little nervous, a 
little excited, but it recalled in my mind something that happened just a few weeks ago that he 
mentioned.  
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He was traveling back from Tulsa and he had a connection in Dallas, and he called me a 
couple weeks ago on a Saturday at about five and said, I may need you to preach tomorrow. I said 
like what are the odds? He’s like I’m not sure. I’m stuck in Dallas and there are thunderstorms. It’s 
always a joy to be here, and always a joy to share with you, and I’m actually so thrilled to get to 
continue on this series, “Your Best is Yet to Come.” Your best is yet to come. We believe it.  
 That has been a rallying cry of Hillary and mine’s throughout the last few years. We first heard 
it from some pastors in Florida, and we just believe it. We believe it with every fiber of who we are, 
that our best is yet to come. And it’s kind of a two-fold saying, right? Our best is yet to come. Yes, 
as believers, as disciples of Christ, as those who seek to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, we believe 
that Jesus has the power over death. That death is not the final story. We know how the battle’s 
going to end. We can proclaim victory. Absolutely the best is yet to come.  
 But there’s a second piece of that phrase that matters, and that is that our best is yet to come 
now. Our best is yet to come in this life, in this moment. Our best is yet to come. So does the now 
matter if we’re just talking about the future? Absolutely the now matters because the now is where 
we meet God. The now is where God is. The present moment is where we encounter God.  
 The central promise of the Bible is not I will forgive you. The central promise of the Bible is 
not that you’re going to go to heaven when you die. Those are two promises of scripture absolutely, 
and those are important things that we hold onto, but the central promise of the Bible is I will be with 
you. I will be with you. All throughout scripture, we see that promise showing up through the words 
of Jesus, through stories from the beginning all the way to the end, I will be with you. That is the 
central promise of scripture that we can hold onto, and so when we realize and when we hold onto 
that promise, that I will be with you, we can confidently say that our best is yet to come. Our best is 
yet to come because God is with us. 
 A favorite author of mine and someone who was recently just here, John Ortberg, tells a story 
of two famous painters. The first is Michelangelo. Michelangelo painted many things, but probably 
what he’s most famous for is his paintings in the Sistine Chapel, the Creation of Adam. It’s a beautiful 
painting. I have actually this painting framed in my office, but it’s a beautiful picture of who God is. 
There’s a lot that can be dissected from this. I am not an art critic. I depend upon art critics to help 
me interpret art, and as you look at this, you see some pretty interesting things about God. God is 
thrusting through the clouds, coming after Adam with passion. His whole arm is tensed. You can see 
every muscle as He’s reaching towards man. He’s reaching out, He’s active, He’s pursuing, all this 
passion is coming from God towards Adam. 
 And then we look at Adam, and Adam has quite a different posture. There’s just a hair in-
between their two fingers, and Adam’s hand is limp. He’s kind of laying back, his gaze is somewhere 
else. And it’s as if God is telling Adam that all he has to do is lift his finger and experience the 
presence of God. Just lift his finger.  

It’s interesting because before Michelangelo painted this, most artists depicted God as on 
earth lifting man up from the ground. And it was here that Michelangelo reverses that and shows 
God invading the now, God invading the present, and coming forward and reaching after Adam. 
People around the world for millennium have looked at this picture.. half a millennium have looked 
at this picture and said that’s who God is.  

Ortberg talks about a different artist, Martin Hanford. The name might not sound familiar to 
many of you, but I assume that you are familiar with his work. He’s the one who did Where’s Waldo? 
Where’s Waldo? And how sometimes we picture God like Michelangelo painted God in the Sistine 
Chapel, and other times God feels like Where’s Waldo? We know He’s there, we just can’t exactly 
find Him just quite yet. And the thing that’s interesting about Where’s Waldo is this is book one in the 
series is as you flip through, the first few ones, you’re like there’s Waldo; Waldo’s easy to find. You 
flip through a few more, I spot him again. You get towards the end, and all of a sudden it gets a little 
bit harder. You have a hard time just trying to pinpoint exactly where Waldo is. And this is perhaps 
the hardest Where’s Waldo I could find, and I spent thirty or forty minutes looking for Waldo, and 
then said to myself I need to write a sermon. But because I know there are some of you in this room 
who will not sleep tonight wondering where was Waldo, spoiler alert, there’s Waldo in the green 
highlight on the bottom left.  But you know sometimes God feels to us like Where’s Waldo. We know 
He’s on the page, we know He’s on every page, but we’re just not exactly sure how to find him. So 
where do we find him? You know there’s Irish folklore, and I married an Irish girl.  
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The Irish love their folklore. One historian says there’s history, there’s the truth, there’s big 
stories, and then there’s Irish stories. The Irish love their legends and their myths. And there’s a 
central character in many of the Irish folklores and his name is Finn McCool and he’s a giant. The 
story goes that Finn is sitting there with his friends and he’s asking them what is the finest music 
around. And each of them have a different reply. One says the finest music is like water babbling 
through a brook. That sounds actually pretty wonderful. The next says it’s like wind rustling through 
the leaves in the trees. That sounds good. Another one says it’s a little girl playing on a prairie. And 
they go around and around, and finally they get back to Finn, and they say Finn, what is the finest 
music in all the world? And Finn says the finest music in all the world is the music of what is 
happening. The music of what is happening. The music of the now. The music of the present. The 
finest music in all the world is the music that’s happening now. 
 If I were to ask you what are some of the greatest moments in your life, make a top ten, top 
ten what are your greatest moments? Some of you are now thinking about it. I could name a few. I 
know you that well. You were born. Yes, you might not have gone there, but that’s a pretty miraculous 
thing, so that’s definitely in your top ten. You took your first steps. That’s pretty miraculous. You 
spoke. I’ve got three of your top ten already. You’re doing good. What are your greatest moments?  

We all can make a list. But I believe that this moment, that today can be one of your greatest 
moments. One of the greatest moments of your life because this moment is the place where you can 
meet God. In fact this moment is the only place that you can meet God. God is in the present. God 
is like the painting of Michelangelo thrusting through space, reaching out after you and all we have 
to do is lift a finger and we can meet God. 
 What do we say each morning when we start worship this morning? Tomorrow is the day that 
the Lord has made. Oh no, that’s not what we say. I don’t do it often. Yesterday is the.. oh no, no, 
that’s not what we say. Today is the day that the Lord has made. The Psalmist reminds us that yes, 
absolutely, tomorrow will be the day that the Lord has made. Yesterday was certainly the day that 
the Lord has made. But today, this moment, this present moment, today is the day that the Lord has 
made. We unite around that each time we gather together in worship because we believe that this 
moment matters. 
 Hillary read earlier a portion of a story, a very familiar one found in Mark chapter 5. And it’s 
important to set the context of this story because Jesus does something miraculous here. There’s a 
lot we can unpack from this, and so I want to give the context of what is around the passage that 
Hillary read. Jesus had just finished doing a miracle and He’s traveling across the lake in Mark 
chapter five. And He gets to the other side of the lake and a religious leader, the elite, the person 
you want to know in society, the person with money and servants and all sorts of good stuff comes 
up to Him and he says, he pleaded. “He falls in front of Jesus and he says, my little daughter is dying. 
Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.” This man’s name is 
Jairus. So he pleads with Jesus and asks for a miracle, asks for Him to come and for Him to show 
up. And you know what Jesus does? Jesus agrees. We’ve set the scene. We’ve got prime time 
drama happening right here in the midst of scripture in Mark chapter 5. This little girl is on her 
deathbed, Jesus is showing up. He’s going to do something miraculous. Here we go. 

So they start walking and the crowds walk with them. “A large crowd followed and pressed 
around Him, and a woman that was there who had been subject to bleeding for 12 years. She had 
suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors, and had spent all she had, yet instead of 
getting better, she grew worse.” This woman is the opposite of who Jairus is. She is an outcast. She 
is the lowest. She is unclean. She is not allowed in synagogue. She is not allowed anywhere near 
the temple. She probably has no friends. She’s a woman in that day. There are all sorts of things 
going on, and Mark interjects her story into the midst of this. 

She heard about Jesus. “She came up behind Him in the crowd and touched His cloak 
because she thought if I just touch His clothes, I will be healed. Immediately her bleeding stopped 
and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering.” Beautiful. Beautiful.  

We’ve got this scene. We have the emergency. We’ve established that Jairus’ daughter is 
dying, and Jesus is over here coming to Jairus, and on His way, He gets stuck. He stops. Scripture 
tells us that He stops to talk to this woman. And He asks one of my favorite questions in scripture. 
“At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from Him. He turned around in the crowd and asked 
‘who touched my clothes?’”  
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The disciples, probably the same answer I would give if somebody asked me this: “’you see 
the people crowding against you,’ His disciples answered, ‘and yet you can ask who touched me?’” 
Probably thinking there’s a lot of people who touched you. 

“But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it.” He stops, He acknowledges the 
woman. He tells her that her faith has healed her. It’s a beautiful passage of scripture. But put 
yourself, for just a second, in Jairus’ shoes. He’s got an emergency! His daughter is dying. His 
daughter is knocking on death’s door. Jesus has already agreed to come. Why are you stopping? 
Why are you stopping, Jesus? 

“While Jesus was speaking with the woman, some people came from the house of Jairus, 
the synagogue leader. ‘Your daughter is dead,’ they said. ‘Why bother the teacher anymore.’” His 
worst fear has happened. Jesus got stuck and so his daughter died.  

“Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him ‘don’t be afraid, just believe.’ He did not let 
anyone follow Him except Peter, James and John. When they came to the home of the synagogue 
leader, Jesus saw a commotion with people crying and wailing loudly. He went in and said to them, 
‘why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead, but asleep.’ They laughed at Him. After 
He put them all out, He took the child’s father and mother, and the disciples who were with Him, and 
went in where the child was. He took her by the hand and said to her, ‘Talitha koum!,’ which means 
little girl, I say to you, get up. Immediately the girl stood up and began to walk around. She was 12 
years old. At this, they were completely astonished.” 

This passage of scripture is the classic example of what theologians call a Mark-in sandwich. 
A Mark-in sandwich. Mark takes a story, starts telling it, cuts in a whole other story, tells that story to 
completion, and then picks up on the first story. But the two stories say something about each other. 
The two stories are important. And there’s a lot that you can unpack from all of this. We see that 
Jesus is signaling that He has power over death, that our best is yet to come, that we believe that 
God is doing great things, but what we also see is Jesus is present in the moment. Jesus is present 
in the moment and Jesus is okay getting interrupted. 

How many of you are list makers, by a show of hands. How many of you make a list? Right? 
I mean making a list is good. I’m getting better at it, but making lists is good. It helps us get things 
done. My wife, she is a list maker. She is a master list maker. And I can tell you from firsthand 
experience, there is nothing better than checking that thing off the list. Woo! Man, it just like sends 
adrenaline through your blood, checking off the list. Hillary is so crazy about it that sometimes she 
will write things she’s already done just to check it off the list. It feels good. It feels good.  

And you know what is the ultimate? The ultimate. Those rare days. Oh those days where you 
write a list in the morning and you get to the end of the day and everything’s off the list. Everything’s 
been checked off the list. It’s a beautiful thing that we feel so accomplished, we’ve gotten stuff done. 

But what does Jesus show us here? We’ve got to be okay getting interrupted. We’ve got to 
be an interruptible people. We’ve got to be the kind of people that acknowledge interruptions. We 
get all sorts of interruptions and they can be all sorts of things. It can be a child coming in, a 
grandchild coming in. It could be a phone call, an email, an emergency, a tragedy, traffic. All sorts 
of things that we need to acknowledge. But God often shows up in the interruptions because the 
interruptions happen in the present moment. The interruptions happen in the present moment, so by 
acknowledging the interruptions, we acknowledge the present instead of living in the future. 

Tell you how many times I walk around this campus, I’m almost never in my office because 
I’m constantly walking around, and I’ve got some list in my head, some thing I need to accomplish, 
and I walk by somebody. I don’t even see them. They’re hey! Oh hey, hey, sorry, sorry, yes I was 
just thinking, I’m in nowhere land. I’m off getting my list done. I’m not living into the present moment. 

Henri Nouwen writes this. “When visiting the University of Notre Dame, where I had been a 
teacher for a few years, I met an older experienced professor who had spent most of his life there. 
And while we strolled over the beautiful campus, he said with a certain melancholy in his voice, ‘you 
know my whole life I’ve been complaining that my work was constantly interrupted until I discovered 
that the interruptions were my work.’” My whole life I have been complaining that my work was 
constantly interrupted until I discovered that the interruptions were my work. It’s beautiful. 

Be an interruptible person. Jesus exemplifies this. Jesus tells stories of this. The story of the 
Good Samaritan is someone that’s okay being interrupted. 
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So how do we invite that? How do we acknowledge that? How do we live into the present 
moment? When there’s a few things, a few easy things that I think we can do. But first, before I get 
to that, I just know that God wants to heal some of us in here. That there are some of us that have 
been trapped in the past. That something that we were victimized. Some tragedy happened to us. 
Some sort of suffering that we’re carrying, and its preventing us from stepping into the present, 
stepping into what God is doing in our lives now, and to you, if that’s you, God wants to say be 
healed. God is reaching out after you because scripture tells us where the spirit of the Lord is, there 
is freedom. Chains are broken, chains are broken when God shows up. And God is showing up now 
and saying be healed. He is crying with you, He’s acknowledging what has happened, but He’s 
saying be healed. For others of us that just get too busy, just get too worked up in what our to-do list 
is, just have too much on our plates, there’s a few easy things we can do. We can just invite God in. 
We can remember as the ancients did that the day begins at night. Scripture tells us that there was 
night and then there was day. What does that tell us and how does that frame us and allow us to be 
interruptible? It tells us that when we go to sleep, God goes to work. And that we’re waking up 
midway through God’s day, not our day. We’re waking up in God’s reality. That our day begins at 
night. I go to sleep, God goes to work. 

It might look like morning prayers for some of us. You know I set my alarm on one of these. 
So what happens when my alarm goes off? Turn my alarm off.. oh, got 17 emails overnight. Oh.. 
wonder what that person’s doing on Instagram. Oh.. Facebook. The next thing you know, the first 
thing I’m doing is looking at the 45 things that are competing for my attention before I’ve even gotten 
out of bed. There’s this new feature on here – it’s dangerous and scary, called screen time that tells 
you how many times you pick your phone up in the day; how often you pick it up, how much time 
you spend on particular apps, and when you open it and look at it, you’re like wow. What a distraction. 

And so maybe it looks like just waking up and praying, God, I give you my day. I give you the 
traffic. I give you my meetings. I give you the annoying people that I’m going to encounter. I give you 
the weather. I want you to be present in all of it. Now some of us aren’t morning people. I am, I love 
the morning. Man, there’s nothing better than the morning. But other people, no. Don’t beat yourself 
up over it. You know if you’re tired going to God in prayer, God’s probably tired, too. So find a time 
in your day where you can just be present, where you can be present with God. You know a shower 
is a great example. Again, all through ancient times, that bathing was very symbolic and ritualistic. It 
was a cleansing. And so maybe tomorrow as you shower, you just say Lord, as this soap is cleaning 
my body, just wash over me with your spirit. Let me be covered in your spirit today. Just a simple 
acknowledgement of God’s presence in our lives, and something as silly as a shower. 

Maybe it can be like carving out the first thirty seconds of your day at work, just saying Lord, 
praying over your calendar: be present with me in these meetings, with these people as I go about 
my day. I think the most important thing is don’t get crazy. Don’t get crazy. Make it simple. Don’t try 
to go and create a day that doesn’t look like your regular day. You’re not going to be successful in 
the long run. Find ways to invite God in to the ordinary, to invite God in to the now. To invite God in 
to the present moment, wherever that present moment might be: driving in traffic, oh boy. Would we 
drive differently if we invited God into the car? Would God be looking at us like well I need to put my 
seatbelt on. Would we be muttering different things under our breath? Would we have a different 
posture? Something I need to do. Next time I’m stuck in traffic, Lord, I invite you into this car. Be 
present with me in this moment. It’s the little things that can allow us to shift our perspective, that 
can allow us to see God in the present moment, to meet God, to have the God of Michelangelo’s 
reaching out and we can just flick our finger up and encounter God and meet God. 

John Ortberg, I’ll close with this. A quote from John Ortberg that says “where is Waldo? He’s 
right around the corner. He’s lurking where you least expect him. He’s right there on the page. He’s 
anywhere people are willing to see the whole world with eyes incapable of anything but wonder, and 
with a tongue fluent only in praise.” He’s closer than you think, and I believe that your best is yet to 
come. Amen. 
 
 BENEDICTION – Chad Blake 

CB: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord cause His face to shine upon you 
and be gracious unto you. May the Lord turn His countenance upon you and grant you His peace, 
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, amen. 


