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Hour of Power vom 28.04.2019 
 
GOOD MORNING – Bobby Schuller (BS) and Hannah Schuller (HS) 
BS: This is the day the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it.  
HS: Welcome church family. It always feels good to be with you. Thank you 
for taking the time to be here so we can gather together and worship together.  
You know something that we feel like the Lord has been showing us a lot the 
last couple of years is that as long as you keep your heart soft, struggle makes 
you stronger. And I know that might be annoying to hear, if you’re going 
through a really, really heavy struggle. But my wish is to give you hope; that 
you can come out of this stronger than you have ever been. So would you turn 
around and shake the hand of the person next to you and say God loves you 
and so do I. 
BS: I want to give a special welcome this morning to Jan van den Bosch, 
our chairman of our board for the Dutch Hour of Power is here this morning. 
He’s here with his two Dutch colleagues Rick and Vouder, who when the three 
are standing they form sort of a Dutch wall, so sorry for those standing behind. 
The Dutch are the tallest people in the world. Thank you for being here today. 
Let’s pray: Father, we thank you and we love you, and we ask in Jesus’ name, 
Father, many of us are going through challenges, our country is, gosh, is just 
struggling so much. And all of this tension and everything that’s going on, and 
we just pray Father for peace, clear mindedness, wisdom, knowledge, mercy, 
forgiveness, joy. We believe that you can do those things in our city, our state, 
our country. And we pray for all the internationals here, as well, and all the 
challenges that they face. Our Dutch colleagues and our ministry in Holland. 
Pray that it would continue to grow, and for every other country: Hong Kong, 
and many other places that are here this morning. We just pray your blessing. 
And we thank you, Lord, and we love you, and it’s in Jesus’ name we pray, 
amen. 
HS: Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE - Psalm 57:4-11 - Hannah Schuller 
In preparation for Bobby’s message, the words of our Lord found in Psalm 
57:4.  
I’m in the midst of lions. I am forced to dwell among ravenous beasts, men 
whose teeth are spears and arrows, whose tongues are sharp as swords. Be 
exalted, oh God, above the heavens. Let your glory be over all the earth. They 
spread a net for my feet. I was bowed down in distress. They dug a pit in my 
path, but they have fallen into it themselves. My heart, oh God, is steadfast. 
My heart is steadfast. I will sing and make music. Awake my soul, awake harp 
and lair. I will awaken the dawn. I will praise you Lord among the nations. I will 
sing of you among the peoples for great is your love reaching to the heavens. 
Your faithfulness reaches to the skies. Be exalted, oh God, above the 
heavens. Let your glory be over all the earth. 
Wow. Amen. 
 
INTERVIEW – Cory Nickols (CN) – Bobby Schuller (BS) 
BS: Well with us today is Cory Nickols, a man who has dedicated his life to 
the rescue and rehabilitation of children trapped in the web of child sex 
trafficking. He works with Destiny Rescue, which operates in several countries 
around the world, saving kids from continued exploitation. Would you please 
welcome with me, Cory Nickols. Hi Cory. Great to see you. 
CN: An honor to be here.  
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BS: You have an amazing story, and an amazing ministry. Tell us a little bit about, first of 
all, the problem of what really is modern slavery today of children for the purposes of sex, and what 
you guys are doing to fight this. 
CN: I would love to. So in order to understand why our organization exists, the work of Destiny 
Rescue, you really need to understand the problem.  
So human trafficking is the fastest growing illegal enterprise in our world today. It affects every single 
country and all fifty states. And it’s a massive money maker. It makes a hundred and fifty billion 
dollars a year are generated through this horrific issue. And sadly, ninety-nine billion of it is specific 
to sexual exploitation. And the most vulnerable of vulnerable of people are affected – children. 
There’s estimated to be at least a million children trapped in the commercial sex industry today. That 
is not okay. God cares about the exploited. Isaiah 61:8 says this: “for I the Lord love justice.” He 
wants to bring justice to those who can’t defend themselves. Psalm 82:4 says “rescue the poor and 
helpless. Deliver them from the grasp of evil people.” God has delivered His people: God’s people 
delivered us so that we can be deliverers of others. So Destiny Rescue is birthed out of that heart of 
God to deliver those that can’t stand up for themselves. Destiny Rescue is an international Christian 
based non-profit organization that’s dedicated to rescuing and restoring children that have been 
enslaved in sexual slavery. Our mission is to ensure every child everywhere can lay their head on a 
pillow at night and sleep and not have to work; to end child sexual slavery, to stomp it out from 
existence on our planet so that every child can fulfill his or her God given destiny and dream. 
BS: One of the things that always is a red flag for me is when a non-profits first thing they do is 
raise awareness. Right? Like there is a purpose to raising awareness. It is very important. You guys 
do that. But your main goal is not to raise awareness. Your main goal is to rescue. You’re actually 
out there; you have agents in the streets, in the dark alleys, undercover rescuing people. And that’s 
one of the things I really love that you’re an organization of action. Tell us a little bit about that. 
CN: We are. So we have undercover agents that work with top law enforcement agencies around 
the world, so the U.S. FBI, and equivalent to that in the countries that we work in. And we go in 
undercover, posing as customers, gaining needed Intel to bring prosecution against brothel owners 
and pedophiles and those abusing children. We rescue these kids. We also work independently from 
the police. Many times it can take up to six months to do a coordinated raid, so all the while those 
kids are being abused night after night. So we will go in undercover, posing as customers, building 
relationship, ultimately to offer rescue. So this year alone we’ve rescued nine hundred victims, the 
majority of them being kids between 17 years old and 18 months old, we’re rescuing. It’s not enough.. 
thank you, thank you. It’s not enough just to rescue them, though. We need to provide a solution for 
them, eliminate the risk factors of why they ended up in the sex industry. Destiny Rescue has safe 
homes, and what we call community care or outside care programs that eliminate the risk factors, 
bring healing to these families. So we have professional Christian based counseling, we provide 
education for these kids, we provide vocational training, we provide micro loans to the families to 
jump start their financial situation, and ultimately empowering them so they can steer clear of the 
sex industry and those willing to try to lure or coerce them and their children into a horrific 
environments. 
BS: Wow. When you talk about one hundred and fifty billion dollars, too, was that the number that 
you said? That’s the GDP of a major modern state. I mean it’s not as big as the top ten, but I mean 
that’s a lot of money. And you think about that that really creates a systemic problem of corruption, 
too, right? There are people who are supposed to be protecting these children that are taking bribes 
and actually contributing to the problem. 
CN: Most of where we work in the world is the developing world, and so because there’s extreme 
poverty, a lack of income, resources and tools, sometimes people that should be ensuring the very 
justice for kids are those getting paid under the table to turn a blind eye. We work with some 
incredible law enforcement agencies and governments, so it’s not all people but all it takes is one 
person that says I’m a little greedy. I want to exploit someone to take advantage of their situation. 
We are finding these people, we’re putting them behind bars, many of them for life sentences so 
they can never harm another victim again. 
BS: It’s good. One of the things that I think is great about you, too, is that this ministry for you is 
personal, isn’t it. 
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CN: It is. So this goes back into my childhood. I was abused sexually as a minor, so I have a real 
heart for exploited kids. It happened at a point in our family’s history where my parents went through 
a difficult divorce, and through that experience, it left our family vulnerable and I was abused.  
My heart, as God began to heal me and restore me, God was like Cory, don’t waste your pain. Use 
it for good. I am the God who can take the most broken things in your past, turn around and use it 
for great good. And today I’m a voice on behalf of millions of children around the world crying out for 
help. Empowering God’s people to act, not just hear about it, not just to raise awareness, but to 
actually do something to defend those that can’t stand up for themselves. And I just feel so grateful 
today. I’m living proof that God is a restorer of the broken, the brokenhearted, and He doesn’t want 
to leave us there. He wants us to be filled with hope so that we can go on and offer others hope. 
BS: How can we get involved? 
CN: So number one, you don’t know what to do if you don’t know what to do. So you need to 
educate yourselves about the issue. Our website: destinyrescue.org is a great resource to learn 
about the issue. We have lots of opportunities for God’s people to be empowered to do something. 
Our website is a great resource. 
BS: Great. Well Cory Nickols from Destiny Rescue, you’re a true hero. And we’re so honored to 
have you here and we’re thankful that you came to tell us about this great fight. 
CN: Thank you very much. God bless you. 
BS: Appreciate you. God bless you. 
 
DECLARATION – Bobby Schuller 
Friends, would you hold your hands like this as a way of receiving. Let’s say this creed together: I’m 
not what I do. I’m not what I have. I’m not what people say about me. I am the beloved of God. It’s 
who I am. No one can take it from me. I don’t have to worry, I don’t have to hurry, I can trust my 
friend Jesus and share His love with the world. 
 
MESSAGE – Bobby Schuller  "At Peace in the Winter" 
It’s getting colder outside. We Californians, we’re suffering from a 56 degree temperature this 
morning. I’m surprised you even made it to church today. But as we reflect on the chilliness, as it 
were. No, I want to talk about this idea of winter, a spiritual winter, emotional winters that we go 
through in our life. Maybe you’re in a winter today and you’re wondering why am I here. You’re the 
person I’m talking to today. I want you to know God is going to get you through your winter, that 
you’re not in your winter alone, and that I love you, the Lord loves you and this church loves you, 
and you’re going to get through.  
From the epic of Gilgamesh, all the way through to Harry Potter you see that there’s this theme, a 
story that goes something like this: the hero is living a comfortable life. Everything is fine. And all of 
a sudden a guide comes along, that is Gandalf or Obi-Wan Kenobi. And the hero comes along and 
disrupts their world, bringing them out of their comfortable life and thrusting them into a new journey, 
something that has to be done. Something that is central to their life. And they face many challenges 
with their friends and with this guide, but ultimately they face a huge challenge, very often alone, a 
challenge that almost kills them, a challenge they don’t know if they will get through. And when they 
press through that challenge, they come through the crucible changed, remade, renewed, and they 
return home to that comfortable world they came from with boons. A boon is a special thing, a 
treasure like a magic sword, a ring that makes you invisible, a light saber, something like that. And 
as they come back, they bring this boon with them, which is a symbol of their change and they go to 
change the world in which they were comfortably placed.  
And what’s crazy is as you see and you read the great fairy stories and epic movies: Pulp Fiction 
and Matrix and Lord of the Rings and yes, Star Wars and all of these, they follow this same story. 
And there’s a reason that for thousands of years, this pathway of the hero resonates so much with 
men and women. And the reason is this is how life is. That we, as believers in particular, are called 
out from our comfortable lives to do something very uncomfortable that will threaten to destroy us. 
But, it will not destroy us and we will come through with boons, with treasures, with knowledge, a 
changed person passing through the crucible. 
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What we know as we get older is that there’s many times in our lives where we have these seasons 
of struggle, of challenge that almost destroy us. We face something we could not have predicted. 
Very often we face those things alone. And what we know as we live longer, we recognize very often 
those are some of the best things that ever happened to us. 
Today I’m going to refer to those wilderness moments, those crucible moments as winters. I think 
winter is the perfect metaphor because winter is the time when everything sort of stops. It’s the time 
when the world is the most dangerous naturally.  
And I want to talk about winter for a moment. The experience of winter itself is something that’s 
perspectival, right? I mean it has to do with your perspective is how you’re going to experience the 
winter. I remember living in Oklahoma for years and the summers would get incredibly hot and the 
winters were incredibly cold. I remember I was 15 when I first moved to Tulsa, and I had to put on 
all the snow gear and go outside in the sleet and rain and snow. One time it was 15 degrees with 20 
mile an hour winds, and I was just out there.. it didn’t matter how much clothes I had on, everything 
was cold and I was getting wet, and then that was getting cold, and it was horrible. And I remember 
thinking why am I here? You’re in a winter and you’re asking yourself that question. Lord! Why am I 
here? 
I also remember, too, that in that house that we lived in in Broken Arrow Oklahoma, behind the 
house, we had this big window and you could look and there was a meadow of grass, and the 
meadow had snow on it, and then just beyond the meadow was a forest of trees. And in the winter 
in Oklahoma, all those trees would lose their leaves, so they would look dead. They weren’t, they 
were quite alive, but they would have all these branches, and then the branches, as it would rain and 
then freeze and sleet and then freeze, would be covered in ice, almost an inch thick on every branch 
through the whole forest so that as you looked through, you would see a forest full of ice, like ice 
trees. It was very cool. And I’ll never forget having my first snow day! We don’t have those in 
Southern California. And it was a Tuesday or a Monday and I really didn’t want to go to school, and 
because it snowed I got to stay home and watch The A-Team! I grew up in the 80’s, so. And I 
remember that moment looking out the back window and looking at the snow, and looking at the 
forest of ice and thinking well winter isn’t all that bad. Is winter bad or good? Is winter beautiful or 
ugly? Is winter easy or difficult? It’s really both, isn’t it. And we find that just as in nature, winter is a 
time of rest, of healing, though it’s dangerous, difficult and painful, it’s also needed, that we go 
through winters in our lives. Maybe you lost your job recently. Maybe you’re going through a divorce. 
Maybe you lost a spouse or a loved one. Maybe you’re going through something you never thought 
you’d have to face and wondering Lord, why am I here?  
I want you to know that sometimes in our winters, that’s when God does the most healing. That’s 
when God does the greatest works in our lives. You might even look back at some of the other 
winters in your lives, and though they were horrible and painful and difficult, you might say hey if I 
could remove that part of your story, I will.  
If you want me to remove it, you’d probably say no because without those winters, I wouldn’t be the 
person I am today. I want you to know whatever winter you’re going through, you’re not going through 
it alone. That God is with you, I’m with you, this church is with you, and you’re going to get through 
tougher, stronger and better than you were when you started. 
Winter can be wonderful, too, can’t it? I love Yosemite. People don’t know this, but if you read your 
Bible, you’ll see that Yosemite is God’s favorite place on earth. It’s in Thessalatians 19:52. I made 
that up. Yosemite is amazing and its right here in our backyard and we go all the time. We love it. 
And we usually go in the summer, spring or fall, and when you go, especially in the summer, there’s 
just people everywhere. It’s gorgeous, there’s deer’s and bear and waterfalls. There can be waterfalls 
all through the valley, but then there’s also a little bit of traffic and there’s tents and there’s people 
hiking around and there’s trash on the ground.  
And I remember that one winter, I’d never been to Yosemite in the winter, and I remember my 
grandpa Scott, who had passed away recently at an old healthy age. He died in his sleep, I believe. 
And I remember he lived in Coarsegold, which is a little town just outside of Yosemite, and I decided 
I’m going to go up to the valley the day before and spend the night in the valley, and then go to the 
funeral in the morning in Coarsegold. It snowed actually the day before I left so that when I was 
driving up, there was snow on the road and all through the valley.  
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And when I got there, I actually took a picture. Check this out. Look at that. That is half dome behind 
me, one of the most famous mountains. It’s the symbol of Yosemite. And that is one of these famous 
meadows. There’s just nobody there. Normally there’d be cars on that road, there’d be people in that 
valley, there’s nobody there. Beautiful. And it was so great to walk around Yosemite all by myself.  
Sometimes winters are lonely, but sometimes that’s good, isn’t it. Sometimes winter means snow, 
but there’s something.. even though snow is dangerous and it’s not good to drive on, there’s some 
good things about snow, too, aren’t there. When it snows, it just gets quiet outside. Have you ever 
noticed that? It almost dampens the sound. It makes everything seem peaceful, in a way. And let 
me tell you that when we go through winters in our life, very often there are moments of peace, 
tranquility, introspection that are needed.  
Maybe you’re going through your winter. Don’t pass through your winter without finding the blessing 
that God has for you within it. There’s a blessing in every winter. 
When Hannah read from Psalms this morning, she was talking about a great hero, King David, who 
wasn’t a king when he was going through the trial that she read about in Psalms. King David was an 
amazing man, had an amazing life that was full of difficult winters, many of which nearly killed him. 
King David was an interesting character and suffered a lot in his very hard life, but also had 
tremendous amount of victory.  
It’s interesting the story goes a little something like this. God called King Saul to be the king of Israel, 
and you watch the arc of Saul’s life. He starts with all this potential and he really is a good king, at 
first, and then he just becomes mad and envious and covetous and greedy and murderous. And you 
just watch as this man with incredible potential, is good-looking, smart, chosen, anointed by God, 
just throws his life away. And it’s in a part of that arc that God says to the prophet Samuel, I have 
rejected Saul and I’m picking a new king. Go to the house of Jesse, he lives there. Samuel goes to 
Jesse’s house and there are seven boys, all Jesse’s son.  
And the first, the eldest that Samuel sees is a man named Eliab, and he’s tall and good looking, he 
looks kingly, and Samuel looks at him and says ‘surely this is God’s anointed.’ And God says to 
Samuel, ‘don’t look at his height. Don’t look at his appearance. Men and women look at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.’ The Lord sees your heart. 
And so he rejects Eliab. And then as a parade, like Jesse brings all of his sons before Samuel, one 
after the other, oldest to youngest, and one after another Samuel rejects them. And he says ‘are 
there no others?’ And they sort of all shuffle their feet, and they look around, and nobody wants to 
say anything. And they’re not really sure if they should mention it, and finally someone says ‘well 
there’s David. He’s the youngest and he’s outside taking care of the sheep.’ And Samuel says ‘we 
will not sit down to eat until he is here.’  
There’s some scholarship that suggests that maybe David was actually an illegitimate son of Jesse. 
It doesn’t say that specifically in the Bible, but there are some clues that for some reason David was 
an outsider among his brothers.  
For some reason, he wasn’t invited to the meal. Even though Jesse was wealthy and had servants 
that could have cared for the sheep, David was forced to care for the sheep. Maybe you were like 
that in your family. Maybe you were somehow an outsider. Maybe sometimes in your family you felt 
like you didn’t belong. But see God doesn’t see the outside things. He sees the heart. And God has 
a great call for your life.  
And just as Samuel called David out from his faithfulness, doing the hard work that nobody wanted 
to do, maybe God today is calling you out from where you are into a great anointing. 
When he sees David, he looks at him and he says ‘this is the Lord’s anointed.’ Anoints King David, 
and instantly David’s life gets harder. We see David ascend rapidly in success. One of the big points 
is the story everybody knows about, the story of David and Goliath, which draws David into the court 
of Saul, and he begins to serve King Saul regularly, and eventually becomes a general. He becomes 
this great general, winning all sorts of battles, becomes famous through the land, and this is where 
things start to go really bad for David. He’s faithful, he’s loyal, he’s hard working, he’s a brilliant 
strategist, and the people begin to notice, and every time King Saul enters a town with a favorite and 
loyal general David by his side, everybody begins to sing this song: ‘hail King Saul who killed a 
thousand and David who killed ten thousand.’  
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Every time they go into a town, Saul hears this: ‘Hail King Saul who kills a thousand, and David who 
kills ten thousand.’ And over and over, and bitterness begins to creep into Saul’s heart.  
And you’ll see throughout the story how loyal David is to Saul, even when he’s trying to kill David, 
but David just remains loyal. And Saul, full of madness and bitterness begins to chase David, and 
he flees into the wilderness. 
And here’s David, he’s done everything right, he’s been faithful, he’s been moral, he’s been good, 
he’s honored. Saul, even when he thought Saul was nuts, he stood by his side. I mean everything 
he’s done has been good, right and loyal. And here he is starving, running for his life, wondering am 
I truly God’s anointed? Was this promise that Samuel gave me when I was a boy, was it true? Why 
has God abandoned me? Where are you, Lord? 
It was even during that time that David spared Saul’s life twice. The first, it would have been 
humiliating and gratifying and vindicating. Saul hearing that David is out in the wilderness 
somewhere, brings three thousand men with him to chase him down. And as they’re out there 
chasing, he decides that he needs to go and relieve himself. So all the men and body guards stand 
outside the entrance of the cave and King Saul goes into the cave to relieve himself. Little does he 
know that David and his warrior men are in there hiding, and they see Saul relieving himself on the 
wall! And David creeps behind and cuts a bit of his robe to prove that he could have killed him. And 
then Saul goes outside and David, all of his men are like kill him. Kill him. They’ll make you king. 
They know you’re better than Saul, right? Doesn’t do it. He says shall I kill the Lord’s anointed? And 
Saul goes outside. And then they’re like okay, well now we need to hide, and David’s like no, I need 
to confront this. Walks into this army of three thousand men, holding a cut robe, and says Saul! Look! 
I could have killed you in the most humiliating way ever and I spared your life. I am loyal to you! Why 
are you trying to kill me? And in this really impassioned moment, Saul looks at David and he says, 
is that you, David, my son? And he pleads for forgiveness and mercy, and he’s embarrassed. He 
says why am I doing this? And it’s like the next day Saul begins to hunt him down again. 
David does it again. Later on in the story, goes into his camp and spares Saul’s life again. He finds 
him sleeping, sneaks past all the men and his friend Abishai says let me take this spear and pin Saul 
to the floor. And David says, shall I kill the Lord’s anointed?  
They take the spear and the water buckets, same thing, confronts Saul. Saul says oh, I’m crazy, why 
am I doing this to you? I’m so sorry. And then chases him again. 
And if you’re David and you’re like I just keep doing the right thing over and over, and still I’m in this 
wilderness. Any of those moments, David could have hurried to his destiny. At any of those moments, 
David really would have been justified in killing Saul, but he knew in his heart that was not the Lord’s 
plan. 
Maybe in your winter you’re tempted to take a shortcut. You’re tempted to do something that anybody 
watching would say that’s right, he’s good to do that, it’s okay to do that. But in your heart, you know 
it’s wrong. Don’t do it. Listen to the Lord. Listen to the Lord. He speaks to us if we’re listening. When 
the world says its right, but in your heart you know it’s wrong, stay true to that and God will bring you 
to your destiny. Let God bring you to your destiny. Don’t try and force your destiny. Don’t try and get 
there sooner than you’re supposed to. Don’t hurry through the winter. These winters are very often 
good for us. And Lord knows that that wilderness experience was good for David.  
David wouldn’t have been David without the wilderness experience. And what we don’t understand 
is that these winter experiences in our life, they’re like crucibles. David was tested and he passed 
the test; the harder the test, the greater the reward.  
David also was able to watch a great man fall. And I think this significantly made him a better king. 
If only our leaders would continue to watch history, and watch people fall. And if only the leaders of 
our companies, and leaders of our churches, leaders of our schools would be willing to stand in the 
wilderness and watch great men and women fall, and recognize how ego, pride, self deception, 
bitterness, unforgiveness, envy leads to so much harm. If only they would stay in the winter just a 
little longer, perhaps we would have stronger leaders. 
I want you to know that whatever you’re going through, God will get you through. Amen? 
So you might say well Bobby, what am I supposed to do in this winter? You’re saying I’m supposed 
to just be ambivalent or lazy? Here’s a few things. 
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The first thing is when we’re going through difficult times in our lives, we want to ask these questions 
like why is this happening to me? Or, what does this mean? These questions are natural and don’t 
feel guilty for asking them, but they will usually only make the experience of winter worse, especially 
the ‘what does this mean’ question. Especially if you’re going through health issues or something 
like this. I remember with our son Cohen, when something worse would happen, or something bad 
would happen, we would say what does this mean? What does this mean for him as an adult? Or 
what does this mean for his schooling? Or is he going to die? These types of questions that we ask. 
And I can tell you those questions don’t help. In the case of Cohen, what we do is we just trust the 
Lord, we love him, we care for him, and believe that his best days are ahead. And that’s what you 
do in your own life. When you face these challenges and you want to say what does this mean? Am 
I going to die? Don’t ask those questions. Trust the Lord. Build your faith. Believe and just keep one 
step in front of the other. 
Marcus Aurelius said “a cucumber is bitter, throw it away. There are briars in the path. Turn aside 
from them. This is enough. Do not add ‘and why are such things put in the world.’” There’s a lot of 
wisdom there. 
Next, when you’re through your winter, make sure that you don’t try and hurry through whatever 
winter it is you’re going through. No one can hurry winter. Winter passes when winter is done. Spring 
will come. So will summer. But when we hurry through winter, we miss out on the gift that is within. 
Trust the Lord. Believe in Him.  
There’s this great Russian fairy story about a silver ball on a string. There’s this boy and he’s in 
school, and he says oh, I hate school. It’s so long and it’s terrible. And as he’s walking into the forest, 
he meets a fairy. And this fairy shows up and she says I have a gift for you. It’s a little silver ball. You 
take this ball and you see this string? You just pull on the string. This string is your life, and as you 
pull on this silver string, your life will fast forward and you’ll be able to go through anything that you 
don’t like. And if you want it to go farther, just pull a little harder. 
And so the next day he’s in school and he’s sitting through class and it started to get very boring, 
and the professor is speaking on oh gosh, what’s something really boring? I’m going to offend 
somebody. Never mind, we’ll just move on. Something boring. And so he just pulls the string, and all 
of a sudden he’s through his class. And oh my gosh, this is amazing. And then all of a sudden he’s 
going to school day after day, and he says I wish summer vacation would come. I really want to get 
to summer break. So he pulls really hard and summer comes right away.  
And as he faces one difficult thing after another, he pulls the string harder and harder, and all of a 
sudden he finds himself an old man. He skipped all these difficult things and it feels that life has 
passed by so quickly. And there he is old age, hunched over, weak in mind and soul, and he’s 
walking through the forest, and he sees this fairy, the same fairy. She shows up and she says hello. 
Did you like the gift I gave you? And he was holding it in his hand, and he looks down at this ball and 
he says, I suppose it was a good gift, but it feels like my life has gone by so quickly. And the fairy 
says if you could ask for one wish, what would you ask for? And he says that you would have never 
given me this ball, and that I would have endured my suffering. And of course the story goes he 
becomes a young boy again, and the lesson is learned. 
Many of us are that way, aren’t we. When suffering comes in life, we do our best to find things to 
distract ourselves or hurry through or entertain ourselves or whatever. But very often the real crucible 
is being present in that suffering. Being there, not being somewhere else, and not hurrying. And by 
the way, maybe you’re in a summer season in your life. Things are going great. You’re making 
money, you’re happy, your relationships are good. Life is good! You live in Southern California!  
But there may be somebody in your life that’s in a winter. Maybe they just lost somebody or they lost 
their job or they’re just struggling with depression or anxiety or something. And your temptation is to 
say buck up, pal. Pull yourself by the shoe straps, or however the saying goes. Come on, you can 
do better! Be positive! This is me all the way. I do this all the time. And very often when we’re going 
through winters in life, if you’re going through a difficult time and somebody challenges you to be 
happy, sometimes you experience that as I don’t want to be around you because you’re so sad.  
And when we’re going through winters in our life, we need people who don’t hurry us through the 
winter. We need people to just be with us and love us just as we are, not as we should be, and to 
encourage us. Because the only thing that’s worse than going through winter is going through winter 
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alone. The only thing that’s worse than suffering is suffering alone. And people need to know when 
they’re going through a hard time, that they’re not a burden to you, and that they don’t need to be 
hurried. More than anything, I want you to know if that’s you, you are not alone. God will never leave 
you. He’s by your side. 
And very often, when our friends do leave us, those can be some of the moments when we 
experience God’s presence the most. You’re not alone. I’m with you. This church is with you. And 
the Lord is with you and you are loved. 
Father, we ask in Jesus’ name that you give us patience and faith in the midst of our winters, our 
wilderness experiences, the times when we think we’re not going to make it through, you’ve always 
brought us through. Lord, we pray in those moments of doubt and fear that you would bring us faith 
and a fresh wind and new life. And I just pray that over everyone under the sound of my voice. In 
Jesus’ name, Lord, break chains, and bring joy back, and bring spring, but in the midst of our winters, 
Lord, give us patience to trust that you’re there. We love you, in Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
BENEDICTION – Bobby Schuller 
And now the Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. The Lord lift His countenance upon you and give you His peace in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, amen. 


