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Hour of Power vom 29.11.2020
GOOD MORNING/INVOCATION – Bobby & Hannah
BS:
This is the day the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it.
Hello.
HS:
Welcome visitors and welcome church family. We are so happy to have
you here. This week I was thinking about how grateful I am to be a part of a
church that encourages and builds each other up. It’s powerful. So thank you.
We are so grateful for you.
BS:
Yes we really are so glad that you’re here today and just hoping that
you leave this place full of joy, full of life, and it’s such a great place to be when
we’re beginning the advent season with these Christmas decorations and
songs and you’re really in for a treat today with music. So we’re just so glad
you’re joining us.
Let’s begin with a word of prayer. Father, we thank you so much, God, that
even when we sort of give up on life, or give up on the important things of life,
or feel confused, you don’t give up on us. Lord, thank you that that gives us
hope, Lord, that even in our difficulties, in our trials, Lord, you never quit. You
said you’d never leave us or forsake us and we thank you for that. You said
that we’re you’re beloved sons and daughters and we thank you for that, Lord.
And I just ask in Jesus’ name that you would help us to build up hope, Lord,
that we’d be encouraged in you, Lord, and we bless you and we bless your
name and we thank you. It’s in Jesus’ name we pray, amen.
HS:
Amen. Turn around and shake the hand of the person next to you and
say God loves you and so do I.
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (HOPE) – Jonathan & Veronica Thonglom
JT:
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Those
who live in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. We join with
brothers and sisters around the world lighting a candle each week as we
journey through advent.
Today we light the candle of hope. Even though the world seems like a dark
and violent place, we know that the light of the world in God’s Son is coming
and He brings our salvation. Standing against all suffering and darkness, we
light this candle. Together, we proclaim to the world that in Christ we have
eternal hope. I invite you to join in unison as we pray together:
Faithful God, out of the chaos and dark violence of our times you come
bringing the light of hope. Renew us that we may work toward the coming of
our Messiah. Hope for all the nations. God of promise, God of hope, into our
darkness come. Through the hope of the ages, Jesus Christ, we pray, amen.
SCRIPTURE – Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 - Hannah
In preparation for Bobby’s message, Isaiah 9:2:
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. On those living in the
land of deep darkness, a light has dawned for to us a child is born; to us a son
is given. And the government will be on His shoulders and He will be called
wonderful counselor, mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the
greatness of His government and peace, there will be no end. He will reign on
David’s throne and over His kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice
and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty
will accomplish this.
Church family, there is no darkness too deep for God’s light to shine through.
There is always hope with our God. Amen.
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INTERVIEW – MANDY PURSLEY
{VOICE OVER: Mandy Pursley is a cosplayer who was born without her right arm but her physical
challenges never stopped her from pursuing her dreams.
MANDY: Going around dressed as Cinderella with a glass arm.
VOICE OVER: She learned how to sew and creates incredible costumes for her cosplay roles. Her
story made headlines when she did a photo shoot as Cinderella with a glass arm instead of the
slipper. That photo shoot was a vision from God.
MANDY: And she asked if I had any photos of Cinderella I could share with this little girl she knew
who had one arm. And I thought you know, I’m going to post these.. oh that’s a God thing. To make
one..
VOICE OVER: And she now uses her story to inspire others. Please welcome, Mandy Pursley.}
BS:
Mandy, hi. Such a joy to meet you.
MP: Thank you. Thanks for having me.
BS:
We’re glad you’re here today. First of all, maybe we could just begin with telling our
congregation and those who are watching on television, what is cosplay?
MP: Cosplay is kind of a geeky term. It’s basically a costume, but it’s more than what you just kind
of throw together for Halloween. I think the thing that really makes cosplay special is that the creators
just take a lot of time and care getting all the details right to really bring their favorite characters to
life from movies or cartoons or comics.
BS:
It’s a lot of fun, though, too, because it’s for.. I feel like a lot of times cosplay is like Disney or
comic books or video games where adults are like what would it be like if this fictional illustrated
character was in real life.
MP: Yes, exactly!
BS:
Which is really Cinderella, basically, right?
MP: Exactly, yes.
BS:
That ended up being like a huge story, right? It went viral where you were Cinderella with a
glass arm instead of a glass slipper, and that story made all sorts of headlines. Tell us about how
that happened.
MP: It was completely a God thing from the beginning. I know it’s kind of funny because you don’t
normally think of sewing as kind of a spiritual endeavor, but I really felt like God had His hand in this
project since it started. So it kind of came about when my daughter was studying Cinderella stories
at school last year, and we’re reading all these really neat adaptations from around the world. But it
just struck me that there was still no princesses who were like me and had some kind of a physical
difference. And so as I was kind of thinking what that kind of princess would look like, I just really felt
like God put this clear vision on my heart of Cinderella trading out her glass slippers for a glass arm
and I just really wanted to bring this to life. I started sewing even though I didn’t know how the glass
arm was going to get made yet, but God was so cool. He put me in touch with an artist named Gilbert
Lozano, he’s fantastic. He’s also a Christian and he just felt really called to make this for me out of
his own pocket, and I think that’s when I began to realize that God was going to do something special
with this, though I still completely underestimated Him. I thought if a couple hundred, maybe a
thousand people saw it, that would be phenomenal and it ended up going viral. There was twentythousand shares just from my post and it was on the news all over the world. And I got so many
messages from people saying that this had really touched them in some way and I give God all the
credit for that.
BS:
So you did say it was a God thing. Tell me more about that. How did God use this story to
touch people? What are some stories maybe that you heard or responses you got that you felt like
maybe this was God’s idea.
MP: I think for a lot of people, it’s been really special to just have a character that they can see
and actually be able to identify with because it’s not often that we see someone who has any kind of
I would say physical imperfection being shown as this is something beautiful and it can be used for
good.
BS:
You were born without an arm..
MP: I was.
BS:
..so when you were a five/six/seven-year-old girl, this was probably something you were selfconscious about. Would that have been something that you would have loved to see when you were
a kid, maybe?
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MP: Yes absolutely. It can be really hard, I think, when you grow up and you can feel different. I
had no role models in the media when I was growing up. I didn’t know anybody else with one hand,
except for the baseball player Jim Abbott.
BS:
Yes! He was great.
MP: I used to love watching him! He was the only other amputee that I even knew about. So to
have a character that I could really look up to and say hey that person is like me would have been
really special. And so even though I didn’t have that, I felt like that was something I wanted to give
to other little girls and boys to have a character like that.
BS:
What word of encouragement do you have if there’s somebody that’s watching today who’s
different in the way that you are; kids or others who maybe there’s something that makes them look
or seem different then everybody else. What encouragement would you give them?
MP: It can be really hard to feel like you’re different, but the thing I really want to tell people is
don’t let the world define what makes you beautiful and valuable because they’re going to get it
wrong.
BS:
Yes, they are.
MP: It’s like I want people to see themselves as God sees them. When God looks down on us,
He’s not looking at our imperfections. I think He sees a person who is beautiful and full of potential
exactly as we are already created. I think if you don’t see your story represented in the media right
now, just trust God to write that story for you because I really believe that if you trust God and you
allow Him to take even your challenges and use that for something good, that man, God is going to
make your life story so much better than any fairytale.
BS:
That’s awesome. My grandpa used to say turn your scars into stars. That is take something
that some people might think of as unattractive or bad or something; turn it into your biggest asset.
And I really feel like you’re doing that. It’s such an awesome encouragement to so many people and
we’re so thankful, Mandy, you took the time to be here in our worship service and encourage us.
How can we follow you and get to know you better?
MP: You can follow me on Facebook or Instagram @ Be the Spark Cosplay.
BS:
Mandy Pursley, thank you so much!
MP: Thank you.
BS:
What a joy to hear your story.
MP: Thank you so much. Appreciate it.
BS:
God bless you.
MP: Thank you.
DECLARATION – Bobby Schuller
Friends, would you hold your hands out like this as a way of receiving? We’re going to say this
together: I’m not what I do. I’m not what I have. I’m not what people say about me. I am the beloved
of God. It’s who I am. No one can take it from me. I don’t have to worry, I don’t have to hurry, I can
trust my friend Jesus and share His love with the world. Amen!
MESSAGE/PRAYER – Bobby Schuller "Hope of the Servant Light"
Today we are on the Sunday of hope on the lighting of our advent wreath. It’s interesting
when you read the Old and the New Testament, probably the most common theme throughout the
Bible, you see it in the Psalms, you see it through the prophets, is that the Lord lays down the strong
and lifts up the weak. That the Lord destroys the proud and lifts up and promotes and profits the
humble. You see it in songs, you see it in stories, and you especially see it during this season of
advent.
Today, we see it in the passage that was sung, the Messiah passage, the one that Hannah
read, and that is “for unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given.” Now we remember the second
half usually. “The government will be upon His shoulders and He’ll be called wonderful counselor,
mighty God, Prince of Peace, Everlasting Father” I got them backwards, sorry about that. You guys
get to audit me because it’s behind me. I don’t get to turn and look. I got a cheat sheet up there but
I had to squint.
But all these things that we’re talking about, this princely godliness, this is in a Jewish
passage in Isaiah. What’s it about? Who’s it about? A child! That God is going to use a little child to
free all the nations.
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That’s such a Hebrew way of looking at the world, and it makes sense because when you
look at the Jewish people, you see a people that are sort of caught at the, I think, one philosopher
called it the hub of the flower. When they used to think that there were three continents: Asia, Africa,
and Europe, and that there was this thing right in the middle and that was Israel, always caught
between these three continents and cultures colliding.
And you see that it’s God’s plan to use these people to save the whole world. What a God
thing to do. God doesn’t use Caesar, He doesn’t use Alexander the Great, a tyrant we’re going to
talk about later today, He calls a little known nomad, Abraham, out of the wilderness to establish a
people to be blessed and to be a blessing to the whole world.
Let that be a message of hope for you. Maybe you’re going through something. You feel
weak, you feel out of energy, you feel like you’re going through difficult times. I want you to know
that God is on the side of the humble. God is on the side of the weak. God is on the side of the
sinner. God is with those who are struggling. In fact Israel even means the one who struggles with
God.
Stay humble and remember in that humility to look to your neighbor who maybe is going
through a difficult time to lead, to help, to comfort and to guide. It’s the best thing you can do as a
believer. When you’re powerful, stay humble. When you’re weak, keep hope alive. God is always on
the side of the little guy.
In fact today we lit the candle of hope, and is it lit still? Oh yes, good it is. Hope didn’t go out.
That’s good. So the candle is still lit and it actually reminds me of the topic I want to tackle today, it
might seem bizarre, but today I want to talk about Hanukah. Crickets, guys, its crickets; nothing.
Hanukah. We’re going to talk about Hanukah today as we go into the advent season. Many of our
Jewish neighbors and friends will be celebrating Hanukah soon in the month of December, and it’s
the last feast of.. there are now eight feasts in Judaism; there were seven originally.
The reason I want to talk about Hanukah is it really communicates so well the power of God.
I do believe Hanukah is a God story. I do believe Hanukah happened.
You can’t understand Hanukah unless you understand Alexander the Great. Now Alexander
is one of my favorite historic characters. I talk about him a lot, but he’s important to the Biblical story,
and indeed he’s important to all of Western civilization. Alexander the Great is what happens when
you get a rich kid who was mentored by maybe the greatest philosopher in human history, Aristotle.
He was the son of Philip the second who would have been probably histories, one of history’s most
famous Napoleon-type figures. Philip the second raised up this gigantic well-trained army, and then
mysteriously died. Most people think it was Alexander’s mom. And Alexander ascends to the throne,
probably a genius, very, very good looking, alluring, inspiring, enshrouded in legend, and at twentyseven or something comes in control of the world’s strongest army and decides to just take over
everything, and he does. Alexander the Great just goes after everything.
Now by the time he arrives to Israel, Israel has been under the control, sort of, of the Persians,
but it’s been a friendly relationship. The most important thing was Alexander the Great was different
than all the other tyrants and generals before him because he was the world’s first missionary, and
not a missionary for good. Some of the stuff he did was good, really. But Alexander’s goal was, in
his view, to spread civilization to the Barbarians. It was to bring this thing we now call Hellenism,
Greek Philosophy, Greek culture, Greek language, a Greek way of life, to other cultures in Africa, in
Asia, and in parts of Europe to sort of civilize them.
When he would conquer these places, he always wanted the same stuff. He wanted theaters,
which are fine, but he wanted theaters, he wanted people to see Greek myth, he wanted temples for
his gods to be put up everywhere. He wanted sports; that is he almost always the gymnasium, the
Olympics. And he wanted the schools. He wanted people to learn Greek philosophy. And at the
school level, Hellenism’s goal was to teach a type of, especially in that day, radical humanism that
isn’t quite like the humanism today, but it was all about the glorification of the beautiful body. It was
always the body, it was always about beauty, a lot of it was outward appearance, some of it was
stoic philosophy and other things.
All this to say that their goal was to sort of wash out other world views and cultures and things,
and replace it with Greek thought and Greek life. Well you can see how this would be a big problem
for the Jewish people. At first it’s not a huge deal, but Alexander, as you may know, as all of the
great generals and great powers who thought they were gods or that they would live forever, they
end up sort of just dying tragically. Usually the deaths are really stupid and embarrassing.
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Alexander the Great dies and his empire is split up, and this is where we get to the Bible,
okay. His empire is split up between four of his generals, and Israel gets caught right between the
Ptolemaic Empire and the So Lucan Empire. This is the most boring part of my sermon; I need you
to stick with me here okay? Just remember this is important.
You have these two empires. All of these empires are Greek, they all speak Greek, they’re
all about Hellenism, they’re all about Greek philosophy, they’re all about paganism, but first it comes
under the Egyptian one, Ptolemais. And Ptolemais was interesting because they just sort of wanted
to influence the Jewish people just through the alluring nature of theater and sports just like today,
just to do it the normal way. And it was working, actually. In fact you had one big problem is in the
gymnasium, men, boys would wrestle with each other and they wrestled naked to glorify the human
body. Well when you have Jewish boys who are circumcised that want to wrestle naked, which you’re
already not supposed to do, it creates this cultural problem, and so there are all these boys who wish
they hadn’t been circumcised. Choir, I’m not going to go down the circumcision road. Let’s stop it
right there. We’re just going to bring it back to the reservation.
The point is this: this is actually when the Sadducees emerged as this very Greek, secular,
like we don’t really believe in God, we don’t really believe in heaven, we don’t really believe in the
Bible, but they’re still Jewish sort of in nature. And then you have the Pharisees who are the ultraorthodox like anti this, super religious, very strict, and this is kind of when these two begin to emerge,
and that’s important when you read the New Testament. Anyway.
Of course the four empires are at peace for a time, but eventually as all power-hungry men
do, they go to war, and the Seleucid Empire takes Israel from the Ptolemais. Now the Ptolemais, as
we said, tried to do Hellenism through this alluring way, not the Seleucids. Seleucids said you
become Hellenized or you die. But the fact that they wanted to force them somehow caused a holy
spark to light within the heart of the Jewish people. But it’s interesting that in this time, the Seleucids
then say you worship our gods, you go to our gyms, you go to our schools, you go to our theaters or
you die. You assimilate or you die. And this led to all sorts of revolts and eventually you get this new
tyrant named Antiochus the fourth who kills, in one day, he kills forty thousand Jewish people,
enslaves another forty thousand. Most of the people living in Jerusalem leave and are replaced with
Greeks. He takes pig entrails and covers the whole temple in pig entrails, removes all of the godly
things that they’re supposed to do in the Torah, and puts a statue of Zeus in the holy of holies. Many
scholars believe that when Daniel, way before this, was prophesying about the abomination of
desolation, that this is what he was talking about that would be coming, that there would be this
abomination, this horrible thing. When this happens you then have small tribes of priests and people
who are faithful to God hiding out in the hills. And when they’re found, the guards and the soldiers
from the Greek empire still try to force them to do sacrifices to Pagan gods. And this is where the
story turns, and this is when we get to hammer time. You’ll know what hammer time is in just a
minute, it’s awesome. There’s an old priest Mattathias or Fortiatus; the Jews call him old Matthew
and I like that easier because it’s easier to say. Old Matthew, an old priest is with his five sons and
they’re living up in the hills and they’re hiding out, and they’re found, and this guard tells them you
and you guys, you have to sacrifice a pig to this pagan god or die. And old Matthew, who is this kind
of bear of a man, old, old man, looks at him and says no. No. No. They arrest him and they say all
right, somebody needs to do it and a young priest, who made an oath that he would always be faithful
to God only, volunteers to sacrifice this pig to this pagan god. And old Matthew in the story, just as
the young priest is about to make the sacrifice, somehow struggles free, grabs the knife from the
guard, kills the priest and kills all the guards. And it’s this like epic thing. And then his legend spreads
around, they go up into another hill to hide, and there old Matthew dies, actually, just shortly after
this experience. And one of his sons, Judas Maccabeus. Maccabeus is a classical Greek word that
means ‘the hammer.’ Judas the Hammer emerges and he becomes this William Wallace freedom
fighter leader, raises up an army of six thousand young men, and they’re able to defeat, what was
at the time, one of the most sophisticated, well-trained professional armies and establish their own
kingdom, the Hasmonean dynasty. And so they kick out the Greeks and they get their own free
Jewish nation state. When this happens, this sort of culmination of this story, which itself was a
miracle, there’s no way these guys should have won. Before every battle they would have like hours
of worship and prayer, and ask God to give them the victory, but if they didn’t get the victory that
they would always stay faithful even to death. I mean think about it, it’s amazing time to live and
again testifies to that story that God lays down the proud and the strong and lifts up the humble.
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That God rescues us when we’re in our weakest. That when we think we’re in the worst place,
sometimes we’re in the best place and we don’t even know it.
They raise up this army and they march into the temple and it’s this amazing experience;
they clean the whole temple, they dissemble the altar, and to their surprise, in the holy of holies they
find still a menorah was left. Now the menorah light was supposed to be lit all the time and that was
supposed to symbolize God’s fire, God’s light, God’s power with us that it will never leave us. That
menorah had to be used with kosher oil that took eight days to be made. But the only kosher oil they
had left was just a little bit; like one days’ worth of oil.
They had this debate, they said well should we wait eight more days, even though we’ve
dedicated the temple to light the menorah? Should we light it now? What should we do? And we
don’t know who said it but somebody said let’s just light it and if the light goes out, God is not with
us, but if the light stays lit until we get more oil, God is with us. So back then they lit all the lights and
they lit the menorah, and to their amazement, the miracle is that though they only had one days’
worth of oil, the menorah stayed lit for eight days until they had enough oil.
Now it is a miracle, isn’t it? It’s a powerful miracle and it’s a great story and a great testimony,
but there’s a deeper message in that, too, isn’t there? That when in the natural we only have a year’s
worth of energy, or a day’s worth of energy, or a month, we feel like I’m out, I can’t go any longer.
When we pair that with faith that we trust that why don’t we try it anyway? Why don’t we try going a
little longer? You’ll always be surprised at how faithful God is to help us when we only have one
day’s oil that He can give us eight day’s worth of fire.
I want to encourage you today that if all you have is just a little, to give it to the Lord and see
what He can do with that. Maybe you’re thinking about coming back to faith; maybe you grew up a
Christian but you’ve just had so many trials, you’ve seen so many religious people and you’ve seen
so many people that have done this or done that, and you’re just done with it. But maybe you’re
sensing that the Holy Spirit is stirring in your heart and you’re thinking of coming back to the Lord, or
coming back to church, or getting your life right with God.
I want to encourage you. Jesus says if you have the faith of a mustard seed, not the faith of
a barn full of grain, but the faith of a mustard.. just a little bit. If one percent of you believes, if one
percent of you trusts, if one percent of you says maybe, give that little bit to God and watch how far
He can take it. He’s going to take you far. Give Him your heart and watch what He can do with that.
God is on your side, even when you’re sinning, even when you’re going through tough times,
even when you’re going through disease or difficulty, He never leaves us and that is the powerful
message of Hanukah. And that’s what our Jewish neighbors will be celebrating, and indeed that’s
what Jesus celebrates in John chapter 10 when He gathers with His disciples and they themselves
celebrate Hanukah.
Hanukah today is quite a bit different then it was in the first century in Jesus’ time because
of the temple era. And this is amazing. Now in Jesus’ day, Hanukah and the feast that comes before
it, Sukkot, were huge events in the life of the Jewish people, and this event mostly happened, not
just in homes, but in the temple as a massive worship service. A sukkah is a tent in Hebrew. It’s the
festival of tabernacles or the festival of tents where the Jewish people remember what it was like
being in the wilderness, but really at the heart of it in those days it was a prayer for rain. When you’re
an agricultural people you need rain. In Sukkot in October usually or November, they would have
this gathering where they would pray for rain in the temple. And it said that you’d have maybe one
to three million people would gather in one space.
Now think of the biggest stadium; what is Wembley like a hundred thousand? I’m just ball
parking here, guys. That was a pun, on accident. Angel Stadium, I think, is thirty thousand people.
Think of a million people, two million people gathered in one of the largest public spaces in those
days, the temple courts, to celebrate Sukkot and Hanukah.
Sukkot was a festival of water and the priest would take this water offering and he would pour
it down this funnel and people would raise palm branches and they would say Hosanna, Hosanna,
and that means save us. But what they’re saying is save us with what? With water, with rain, make
it rain this year, God; we want to see rain.
When Sukkot was happening, the next festival to come was Hanukah, and during Hanukah,
in Jesus’ day, they would bring in four gigantic menorahs and place them in the court of the women.
These menorahs were eighty-six feet tall and each lamp had sixty-five gallons of oil. Now, Jim how
tall is this roof do you think? Twenty-eight feet. See guys, I needed Jim last service.
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This is a twenty-eight foot high ceiling. The menorahs in the temple were eighty-six feet high.
So take the height of this sanctuary and quadruple that, and you get the height of these menorahs.
What would happen is right as Sukkot ended in those days, they don’t do it this way anymore, Sukkot
from the water ceremony as the sun was setting, because remember in Judaism a day begins at
sunset, not sunrise. As the sun was setting, Hanukah would begin as it’s getting dark, and remember
in those days they don’t have electricity, so the sky.. and it’s the desert, right? So the sky is going to
be full of stars and there’s not going to be any light pollution at all.
They would have a five thousand voice choir at sunset begin to sing the hallel, and they would
illuminate these menorah’s that said that the whole city; that there wasn’t one house that didn’t have
lights from the menorah shining on it. So just think this bright huge light, like every wick is a bonfire
and it’s just crazy and awesome, and people are singing and they’re singing hosanna. And in fact
the Mishnah says if you’ve never experienced the first day of Hanukah in the temple, you have never
experienced true joy. Wow, what a great story.
Scholars believe that Jesus again, who celebrated Hanukah, that during Sukkot and during
Hanukah in John chapter seven, He goes into the temple, and right as they’re pouring living water,
which means water that’s not still, living water is water that you use for a mikvah so it has to be from
the ground; not from a well, it has to be from a spring or river.
They would take living water and make a water sacrifice, praying for rain, and just when they
do that, Jesus looks at His disciples in the temple and He says “anyone who is thirsty come to me
and drink, and out of him will flow,” or out of her will flow “rivers of living water.” Powerful Jewish
message.
Just after that, when they light the candles, if you look at a menorah today, it has nine candles;
there are four on either side and one in the middle. The one in the middle is called the servant light.
That is the one you use to light the other lights with. And the servant light is meant to represent God.
It’s God’s life, God’s fire, God’s power, and the rabbis call that in those days ‘the light of the world.’
First they pour out the living water and Jesus says anyone who is thirsty come to me and
drink, and then they light the menorah, and Jesus looks at His disciples and He says “I am the light
of the world.” I am the light of the world. And let me tell you He is. Two thousand years, our people
have told the story of light of the world and the living water that came to save us, not just the Jews
but Gentiles as well; to reconcile us unto God and unto each other. The Prince of Peace. Thank you.
Wonderful counselor, mighty God who lays down the proud and lifts up the humble, who
helps those who are in their weakness and in their difficulty and in their loneliness, and I think who
promotes those who in their power and in their strength remain humble to help those who are in
need, and I think that’s you.
Look when we light a candle, we are reminding ourselves of the light of the world. That when
we only have a little bit of oil left, God’s got a lot of fire left. Guys hear me: when you’ve got a little
oil, God’s got a lot of fire. He can do a lot with your little. I’m here to testify that I can tell you story
after story of child, of broken person, of addicted person, of person who’s come through difficult
times that God has used them in amazing ways to get out of incredible circumstances.
Maybe you’re full of despair and you’re saying to yourself man it’s always going to be this
way. I want to encourage you the victory is not far. I think of so many times where I thought about
giving up on the eleventh hour on something that I really felt like God wanted me to do, and I’m so
glad I didn’t; that I didn’t blow out the candle on the seventh day. That I waited.
Maybe you say is all this pain for nothing? Very often there’s times when we go through pain
that seems meaningless, but on a long enough timeline, we’re able to look back and see God had a
purpose for that pain. God had something in mind that He was able to take that thing that the enemy
wanted to use to harm me and to use it for good for some purpose. Many of the people that I talk to
have gone through tremendous amounts of pain that have come through on the other side. I’ve
asked them in interview after interview ‘if you could, would you go back and not have that pain in
your life.’ I’ve never heard anyone say yes. People believe that the pain that they go through, the
difficulties that they go through become a part of who they are today. I don’t think God’s hurting you
or harming you or killing anybody, but I do believe that God can use your pain for purpose and its
going to make sense someday. For many of us, when we think about courage, we think about taking
a leap of faith, we think about taking some like giant step into something, but I always think of this
quote from Ralph Waldo Emerson. He says “a hero is no braver than any other man, he’s just braver
five minutes longer.” It’s true. Sometimes we give up and we’re so, so, so close to the finish line.
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I want to encourage you today. God’s with you. Keep hope alive. You’re going to get there.
I’m on your side. We’re all on your side and so is the Lord.
Father, we thank you, we love you, we praise your name, and we ask, Father, that you would
light a fire in our hearts that, Lord, when we’re out of oil, when we’re out of steam, when we feel like
we can’t go or do anymore, we pray, Father, that you’d help us get through.
For those of us that are doing great, help us to have eyes to see people that we could help,
especially young people. When we see teenagers and children or young adults that need guidance,
Lord, I pray that you would help us who are more seasoned to find ways that we can help them and
lead them. Lord, we love you and we thank you, it’s in Jesus’ name we pray, amen.
BENEDICTION – Bobby Schuller
And now the Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift His countenance upon you and give you peace in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, amen.
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