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Hour of Power, 09.07.2023 
 
GOOD MORNING – Bobby Schuller (BS) and Hannah Schuller (HS) 
BS: This is the day the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it. Hello. 
HS: Welcome friends and church family. Thank you so much for being here today. 
If you have made Jesus your Lord, then the same spirit that raised Christ from the 
dead is inside of you right now! That is not a theory, it’s a fact. You are loved. 
BS: Let’s begin with a word of prayer. Father, we thank you so much for your 
friendship to us and thank you for your life and wisdom. Thank you for your word. 
Lord, I pray for everyone today that is looking for chains to be broken, for healing. 
We thank you that you can do all those things. Pray today that you’d give us 
everything we need to become who we need to be, and we thank you. It’s in Jesus’ 
name we pray, all God’s people said, amen. 
HAVEN: Turn to the person next to you and say God loves you and so do I. 
 
SCRIPTURE – 1 Corinthians 1:18, 25-30 - Hannah  
HS: In preparation for the message, 1st Corinthians 1:18 and 25. 
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser 
than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. 
Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of 
you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of 
noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God 
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly things 
of this world and the despised things and the things that are not, to nullify the things 
that are, so that no one may boast before him. It is because of him that you are in 
Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God, that is, our righteousness, 
holiness and redemption. Amen. 
 
INTERVIEW – ALLI PATTERSON (AP) with Bobby Schuller (BS) 
{VOICE OVER: Alli Patterson is a writer, speaker, and pastor who, after many 
years of working in corporate America, earned a degree from Dallas Theological 
Seminary. She now serves as a Teaching pastor at Crossroads Church in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Her first book, How to Stay Standing: 3 Essential Practices for 
Building a Faith That Lasts, looks at how we can hold onto our faith when life hits 
us hardest. Please welcome, Alli Patterson!} 
BS: Alli, hi! Welcome! Thank you for joining us. 
AP: Hello! Thank you for having me. Hello 
BS: I always appreciate it when pastors can join us on Sunday. You’ve got a lot 
going on, I’m sure, so we’re grateful to have this time with you. For those who have 
not met you before, let’s begin with your story and your faith journey. 
AP: Sure. Great to be with everyone today. I actually first came into truly a 
relationship with Christ in the way that I understood it at the time, when I was 16 
years old, and when I look back on that, I just really.. I thank the Lord for that sort 
of early anchoring, and that was very authentic connection with Jesus at that time 
in my life. But like a lot of us, college caused me to wander off a little bit, and I truly 
began to build my life and my world and my future on things that were not God, 
and were certainly not His ways. I think I did what a lot of us are told to do. I was 
a good kid, I got good grades, I planned a good life, I found a good guy, and I 
started to build my life in the way that the world really says should work. And it 
should have worked. And it didn’t. And so as I really came into my twenties, what 
I realized is God was pushing back into my life again. And I recognized it, I felt His 
presence, and I didn’t know how to come back to Him, but I knew there were some 
cracks in the way that I had been building my life. 
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BS: It’s interesting, today I’m actually talking about the wisdom of the world versus the wisdom of 
the cross. It’s hard to explain sometimes, but I feel like you’re defining it perfectly because there is 
wisdom in the world; there is stuff out there that’s useful for us, but the wisdom of the cross needs 
to be at the heart of it all kind of a thing. Was there a turning point for you, because it’s not every day 
you hear somebody going from the corporate world to becoming a pastor. Was there a time when it 
all sort of just turned for you? Like how did that process happen for you? 
AP: Yes, absolutely. So I was doing it, right? I was doing life the way that I thought it was supposed 
to work, and I was newly married, really traveling the world, earning probably far too much money 
for a person my age to really have wisdom to know how to deal with. And I really got myself entangled 
in relationships inside of my job that were really unhealthy for me, that were just leading me the 
wrong direction further and further away from God. I ended up getting involved in an affair with a 
man that I worked with. And this is the means by which God just came storming back into my life 
because I knew, I knew that this was not what He wanted for me. And you can feel that. When you 
are living in that kind of darkness, you can feel that, especially when you’re already His. Even if you 
don’t know, even if you don’t know how to live it, when God puts His hand on you, you can feel the 
difference between that light and darkness, that worldly way versus His life for you. And I knew I was 
far away from what He wanted. The turning point for me came one day.. I’m a runner, I love to run; 
came for me one day when I was out on a run, and I started to cry and I just fell down on my knees, 
and I spoke out loud to Him, and I said Jesus, I can’t get out of this. I don’t know how, but I think you 
can, so I want you to get me out. And that began a very painful way out, but I began to truly follow 
Him again during that super dark time in my life. 
BS: Wow, that’s a powerful story. That must have been really tough to sort of bring that to.. I mean 
the greatest way, of course, to overcome shame is to bring whatever it is into the light, right? 
AP: Into the light. 
BS: To just be honest about who you are, and just kind of reveal your cards. That must have been a 
very difficult, messy, long process. 
AP: It was excruciating. It began with really His push to me to openly confess what I was doing. I felt 
I was risking everything that I wanted: my marriage, my job, my relationships. I knew that doing that 
was in the world’s eyes risking everything, but the truth of what happened is that as soon as I began 
walking in the direction of Jesus, and what He would have me do, that’s when He got involved. And 
believe me, you want Him involved. As soon as I began to say okay Lord, I’m willing to do this only 
because this is what your word says, I began to see Him work in my life in crazy, amazing ways, and 
that also didn’t stop the pain. So yes, I had to just gut out some real obedience to come out of that 
darkness, but in every single step of the way He was palpably present. I mean this was an incredible 
time where this amazing presence of God existed right alongside this terrible pain in my life, but I felt 
in alignment with His spirit for probably the first time. 
BS: I feel like I could talk to you all day about this, but I really want to get to your book, and this story 
is actually in your book, isn’t it? I mean this is a part of what you write about, I’m sure. But I want to 
hear.. you have this book, people love it, it’s the three essential practices for building a faith that 
lasts. The book is called How to Stay Standing. What are those three essential practices? 
AP: The three practices really come straight from the words of Jesus. And I always say this to people, 
I’m like I want you to want more of Him, because He is the foundation; He is the rock under anything 
in your life that is going to stay standing. I take these three words of His from something He said at 
the end of the Sermon on the Mount. He said “for everyone who comes to me and hears my word 
and puts it into practice, I will show you what He is like.” And then He tells a story about a man who 
built a house on a foundation of rock that stayed standing. And that’s where I got the title for the book 
– How to Stay Standing, and there it is! Right in full color! He says “everyone who comes to me,” 
that’s the first practice, “hears my word” is the second practice, “and puts it into practice,” actually 
does what I say. And believe me, those seem simple, but when it comes right down to it, they mean 
everything. We dive into what did He mean by come to me. What does He mean hear my word. 
What would it look like in my real everyday life to put that word into practice. And so those are the 
three parts of the book, and they come straight from the word of God. Goodness, could there be 
anything better, right? 
BS: Amen. Yes, the book is called How to Stay Standing by Alli Patterson. It’s an awesome book. If 
you’re looking for a way to grow spiritually in your life, I want to recommend that you get this book. 
Alli, thank you so much for spending time with us. We appreciate you. 
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AP: My gosh, so great to be with you all. I pray for and love what I see the Lord doing through your 
ministry, and I will keep doing that. 
BS: Thank you, Alli. Appreciate you. God bless. 
AP: Thank you. Same to you. 
 
MESSAGE – Bobby Schuller "Don’t Wish it Was Easy, Wish You Were Wiser" 
Today I want to talk about your life and your relationship with God. You say I don’t believe in God. 
Well He believes in you! You say I don’t know if I believe in all this stuff. Can I tell you your life right 
now is being impacted directly by God’s will, love and life for you. God made a way that we could 
come boldly before His throne. There’s this weird idea that you see in the universe all around us, 
that in order to make something clean, you have to make something else dirty. You clean your car; 
it gets covered in dirt. You clean it, you take a beautiful fresh rag and you wash off the car, and now 
the car is clean, and the rag is dirty. You take your dirty rag and you put it in the washing machine, 
and now your rag is clean and the clean water that went in, the water is dirty. And so on the cycle 
goes in life that to cleanse, something else must become dirty. Today we’re talking about the cross, 
and this is one of those things that’s hard for modern ears and minds to grasp, but universally God 
is just. And yet He’s so full of love that what He did was lay down His own life so that you could 
become clean. As Paul said, “he who knew no sin became sin so that we could be called the 
righteousness of God.” Wow! And that’s what you are. That’s what you are if you trust in the cross. 
What you can do if you’re walking through life, you think about all the nasty things that have been 
done to you, or that you have done to others, all of that God can wipe away with a single prayer. I 
ask you to pray that prayer today, to invite Christ into your life. I’m one of those.. I cooked up this 
idea, I wanted to give altar calls and everybody always does it at the of the sermon, but I always go 
much longer than I’m supposed to in every sermon. I know everybody’s surprised by that but I’m a 
long-winded fellow. So I begin with the invitation because you’re only going to get so many chances 
in your life to be at peace with God. I want to invite you now. Just right where you are. If you say just 
one percent of me believes, won’t you give that one percent to God and see what He can do with it, 
and watch Him turn your life around. I want to encourage you to do that this morning. We’re going 
to talk about the wisdom of the cross, compared to the wisdom of the world. And before we get there, 
I want you to get this idea in your heart and in your mind. I want you today to wish for more, not less. 
I want you to wish for more from life, not less from life. I already can hear you – Pastor Bobby, trust 
me, I am not wishing for less from life. And let me push back on you. How many of you this last week 
say I wish I had less work? I wish I had less stress. I wish I had less problems, fewer problems. I 
wish I had less debt. I wish I had fewer bills. I wish I had fewer bad days, bad experiences, bad toxic 
relationships, bad meals! And the thing is that life, a good life is full of bad experiences. You cannot 
live an awesome life without having awful experiences. The two go hand in hand. And so what God 
calls us to do is not to wish for less, but to wish for more. Not to wish for less, but to wish for more. I 
first heard this bit of wisdom from my grandfather, Dr. Schuller, who I’m sure heard it from Jim Roan, 
who I’m sure heard it from Earl Shoaff, who I’m sure heard it from J.F.K., who probably heard it from 
one of his dad’s mobster friends, who probably heard it from Seneca, and it goes something like this: 
don’t wish life was easier, wish you were better. Here’s a better way to say it: don’t ask for fewer 
obstacles, ask for more wisdom. In most cases, the gap between where you are in life and where 
you want to be, from the things as simple as being healthy, to the big things as having a meaningful 
life, the gap between you and that is wisdom. It is the commitment and devotion to pray the prayers, 
have the friends, read the books, listen to the sermons, to commit your life to learning the good stuff 
that’s already been made available to you. If you can watch this sermon on television, or online, all 
the other stuff is also available to you. Here’s a good first principle in finding wisdom: the old stuff is 
the best stuff. And the older I get, the more I realize that. And the more I have to deal with people in 
their 20’s when I used to know everything. No. Think about this for just a moment. We have six to 
seven thousand years of recorded history, and in that time, our biological ancestors faced everything 
we’ve already faced and more. Think about what most people up until like maybe the 1950’s had to 
face in human history. Most of the experience were full of all sorts of trauma: raiders, war, pestilence, 
plague, the black death happened twice in Europe. All of the incredible things that they had to go 
through and face, and we are the results of those amazing women and men who endured those 
times to get you here now. You are the posterity of those who made it through a thousand winters, 
a thousand wars, and a thousand plagues.  
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You are the result of the ones who made it through, and those who got through unto victory, left unto 
us tomes, pages, books and records of how to get through things like that. There is nothing, almost 
nothing some of us have been through that someone else has not been through before. Doesn’t 
make it less painful, doesn’t make it less horrible or traumatic, but there is wisdom available to you 
on how to get through that. Remember, new wisdom should always be questioned. There is new 
wisdom. There are new things that happen all the time. There is new wisdom, but old wisdom’s the 
best stuff. Old wisdom’s the best stuff. Science is amazing. I’m grateful for science. Science makes 
so much of this possible. The fact that I can talk through speakers and we’re in an air-conditioned 
room and I’m on television, on the Internet, and in this small church, able to broadcast a church 
service to millions of people around the world is amazing. It’s a gift from God. But never forget this: 
science can’t give you wisdom. Science gives you knowledge, which is also a huge gift and 
something we should all seek. Science gives you knowledge, but science cannot give you wisdom. 
Wisdom comes from experience and we can learn that from our ancestors. I said the best wisdom 
is the old wisdom, and the best and oldest wisdom there is is the word of God. The word of God 
existed before human history was around, and the word of God will endure longer than every nation, 
every flag. Every language, every culture God’s word will endure. Until the universe expands and 
evaporates into a fine mist, even then the word of the Lord will endure forever and ever. What an 
amazing gift it is that we can have a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path. And we ought to 
just treasure this thing, this library. You think about the people that would have given so much to get 
one page of this thing, we can read it in a hundred different translations, and it’s made available to 
us. And this is the wisdom of the gospel, the wisdom of the word of God, and what Paul calls the 
wisdom of the cross. The wisdom of the cross. Let’s read from God’s word, shall we? 1st Corinthians 
chapter 1, verse 18. The Bible says, “for the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved, it’s the power of God. For it is written: I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate. Where is the wise person? Where 
is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, 
God was pleased though the foolishness of what was preached to those who believe.” In the world, 
there really are two wisdoms. There’s the wisdom of the cross, and there’s the wisdom of this world. 
And sometimes they blend well, and other times they do not. Whenever the wisdom of the cross is 
at odds with the wisdom of the world, cling to the cross. It’s amazing. Paul is writing here to a church 
in the city of Corinth, which is a lot like America. It’s a city in a golden age full of wealth and money 
and culture, good food and all of the best things someone could wish for, but with that comes the 
trappings and the thorns of worldly wisdom that draw people to it. And into that world, He says cling 
to the cross. Let me give you a good example. There’s this viral video on YouTube. And there’s this 
guy, it’s from TikTok originally. This guy’s going around, and it’s some college town, and this kid’s 
partying. And he’s going up to random guys and asking them for some worldly wisdom. He wants 
them to tell him how to get a one-night stand. “Hey, what’s the best way to get a one-night stand?” 
“What’s the best way to get a one-night stand?” “Hey, what’s the best way to get a one-night stand?” 
And finally he goes to this very good-looking young college guy who’s there with a buddy of his, and 
he goes “hey, what’s the best way to get a one-night stand?” And the guy looks at him and he says, 
“Repent and believe the gospel.” You don’t need a one-night stand, you need Jesus. And it was one 
of the manliest things I’ve heard in a long time. Now that ought to encourage you when you hear 
something like that. Because one bit of wisdom is hey, how do I get a one-night stand. Another bit is 
hey, I don’t need another one-night stand. I don’t need another romantic affair. I need Jesus. I need 
the gospel. I need the cross. When that’s at the heart of you, then your romantic relationships and 
your friendships, in your food and everything else you do, they’re blessed. But without that, its lost. 
The wisdom of the cross is this – the cross makes the powerful weak, and it makes the weak 
powerful. For about five minutes, I’m going to speak in riddles, okay? But lean in. Listen to what the 
Lord has to say for you. The cross makes the weak powerful and the powerful weak. The cross calls 
on to all of us who are in need of God, and who needs God today? Some of us or all of us? All of us! 
And how much of God do we need, a little bit or all of Him? All of Him! And that is the beginning of 
real wisdom and real growth in life. You make all the money in the world, and have all the men or 
women in the world, or have all the houses or all the experiences, all the travel in the world but you 
don’t have that, you get to the end with regret. Here’s wisdom – the cross. Who calls on the cross? 
The sick do. The sinners do. The lost do. The confused do. The humble do. The lonely do. And the 
thing is, as a pastor, I realized this that all of us are all of those things.  
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And when you look in the mirror and you say I’ve got troubles, I got sickness, I got problems, I got 
sin, I got challenges, I got burdens, I need Jesus, you are a thousand steps ahead of the smartest 
guy ever who says I don’t need any of that stuff. That’s the power of the cross. The power of the 
cross is the beginning of real wisdom, real growth, and the life you really want. That’s the power. 
Because it’s the totally fresh beginning, it’s a very awful and awesome message. Here’s how it’s 
awful: my sin was bad enough to deserve death. That’s awful. Here’s where it’s awesome: God didn’t 
ask me to die, He gave His own life for me. Why? Because He loves you that much. Oh, how vast 
and wide and deep is the love of God for you that you could become like Jesus. Totally free. The 
cross allows us to come before life and before God with an empty cup, not a full cup. And to say 
Lord, whatever you want for my life, it’s yours. And I’ll show you how this changes everything, and it 
really does. Here’s the wisdom of a crucified life – when you trust in Jesus, your past and everything, 
all of it, it dies on the cross with Christ. But when you also trust Him, you’re raised into eternal life, 
and this is what it looks like. Number one, most importantly, let me just give you a brief Easter 
message. You don’t have to be afraid of death. You don’t have to be afraid of death. The world now, 
as it becomes more affluent and materialistic, is obsessing over their eventual end, the death, right? 
And you’ll hear people say this all the time, the way that it’s all blah, blah, blah, blah, blah. But you 
don’t have to fear that. When you’re full of the Holy Spirit, you get new eyes, a new heart, new vision 
to know I don’t have to worry about that. I’m going to live in God’s kingdom forever. And so that 
allows me to not worry about getting my spiritual report card perfect. I don’t have to have the right 
words to say when I die. But simply I can just say I’m going to get rid of the rotten fruits that come 
from obsessing over my own death. I’m going to stop trying to do whatever that obsession does, and 
instead I’m going to ask this question – how can I become all that God created me to be, in the 
service, especially in the service of others. For me, how can I become the pastor my church needs. 
How can I become the friend my friends need. How can I become the giver of hope that strangers 
need when I meet them. How can I help people when I see them in need. How can I be the husband 
my wife needs, the father my kids need. How can I be the citizen my country needs. These are good 
questions to ask, and the gap between you and that is wisdom. When you cling to the cross, when 
you have a crucified life, you now have an empty cup. It’s easy to just say I’m sorry I made a mistake. 
It’s easy to say I have a really dumb question. Excuse me, I have a really dumb question. I’m, by the 
way, a master at asking dumb questions. Get in a classroom with me, I’ll do it. You’ll hear it. How do 
I seek, etc., etc. The Bible says that a wise man loves correction, but a fool hates correction. Maybe 
you say to me I feel like I’m pretty wise. I got a lot of experience. Can I ask you a question? On a 
scale of one to ten, how much do you enjoy when someone corrects you? I got this great test for 
your wisdom level, okay? Here it is – and you say I’m probably a seven. Okay, now ask your spouse 
honey, on a scale of one to ten, how much do you think I appreciate correction. Your number might 
go down a little bit. You all are thinking about your spouse asking you, aren’t you. You’re not thinking 
about asking them. No, that’s okay. What I’m asking you to do is a crucified life is one that crucifies 
the ego, the image, the mask and it simply says I am going to seek wisdom. I’m going to come to 
the realization that my life gets better when I get better. Life doesn’t get better when other things 
around me change. Life gets better when I get better. So get wisdom, kill your ego. Here’s an 
amazing thought – there is no limit to how good you can be. Isn’t that interesting? There’s no limit to 
how good your life can be. There’s no limit to how good of a parent, a grandparent, or an aunt or 
uncle, or a friend. There’s no limit to how awesome you can be at that. There’s no limit to how happy 
you can be. There’s no limit to how much spiritual power you can have in your life. There’s no limit 
to how awesome you can be at your job. Or all the other many things that we want to be good at, 
there’s no limit to how good you can be at those things. The difference between you and that is one 
word, you probably know what I’m going to say, it starts with a W. Look – its wisdom. You grow. You 
grow in the hidden places. You grow in the places that you can’t post on Instagram. Grow in the 
places that you can’t brag about. Grow in the places that only you and the Lord knows about. Grow 
in those places and take the time you need and down the road you’ll be glad you did. It’s like.. there’s 
a type of bamboo. It’s amazing. As it germinates, it takes five years for the bamboo roots to grow 
underground. They spread and they go in every direction. Little bulbs start forming, and you see 
nothing. For five years, you can see nothing, and meanwhile, bamboo is spreading, going deep, 
going wide, spreading, spreading. And all of a sudden, after five years of just growing those roots, 
in six weeks that bamboo goes from zero to ninety feet into the sky. That’s an amazing image, isn’t 
it. That’s really how life is. It’s not a nice even.. it’s not like that.  
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Its build, build, build, build, build, build, build, life is hard, I don’t care building. Build, build, build, tip. 
Build, build, build, build, pop. That’s how it is. We learn this lesson from Malcolm Gladwell, who’s a 
famous, really great author. He wrote a book that made him famous called The Tipping Point. He 
uses a different image. He says that in organizations, in movements, political movements, and 
business and whatever, in religion and life, that you see this pattern over and over that something 
builds, builds, builds, builds, builds, in this like ethereal, invisible space, and then it doesn’t just ease, 
it pops, it tips, he says. He uses an image of a glass of water. Professor in probably a physics class, 
puts a glass of water to teach.. what is this called again? It’s surface tension, is that right? Physicists, 
any? Surface tension.. all the PhD’s in the choir. How many of you have a PhD, by the way. Just 
curious. Just raise your hand. That’s pretty good, three. All right. Someone goes I’m working on it. I 
have a sixty-dollar honorary doctorate in piracy given to me by my brother-in-law, that’s real. So you 
can call me Dr. Bobby, but you have to say arrr. Anyway, okay. Glass of water. So you’d think the 
way water is, glass of water, soon as it gets to the surface, it starts to just kind of seep over the edge, 
but that’s not what happens. As professor begins to drop drops of water in the glass and a dome 
begins to form on the top of the glass of water, that’s surface tension. And eventually, that drop 
makes it high enough that it doesn’t ease over, it goes (BLOP) and spills over the side like a water 
balloon. And that’s how building your life really is. That you’re building in wisdom, building in 
knowledge, you’re praying the right kind of prayers, you’re memorizing the right kind of verses, you’re 
becoming the kind of person, you’re reading the books, you’re doing what it takes. You’re doing what 
nobody else is doing to become who you need to be because you know that life gets better when 
you get better. And you stop asking for everything outside of you to change, and you say today I 
choose to change. And nobody will see it. It might take five years, but in five years something will tip 
and that thing will go into the sky. It’s like freezing water. You take a tray of room temperature water, 
you put it in the freezer at 72 degrees and it goes 71, 70, 69, 68 and so on, gets all the way to 33 
and still nothing has changed, one more degree, 32 and (BOOP) turns rock hard. Isn’t that 
interesting? That’s how it is building your life from the inside out. That’s how things are in the kingdom 
of God. And that’s why the wisdom of the world is so toxic. It doesn’t look at degrees 72 to 33. It only 
looks at 32. Or even worse, it looks at like regular rocks that are spray painted to look like ice. That’s 
a better analogy. It’s all fake. So don’t be deceived by that. And when you begin to learn that the gap 
between who I am and who I want to be is knowledge and wisdom, and a crucified life, and a 
commitment to discipleship, when you really not only believe it in your heart but you start taking real 
steps to become all that you were called to be, rather than just part of what you were called to be, 
and you begin to experience progress, you begin to taste and see that it’s really true, your 
perspective in life begins to change because all of us are desperate for progress. And so much of 
the progress that we’ve experienced in life is from outside. From parents or our job. But this is a kind 
of process that you can control. No one can stop you from becoming this kind of person. And then 
when that happens, and I’ll just tell you from experience, you just get a fresh view of even the bad 
things that happen in life because you just feel like these big set backs are not enough still to keep 
you from who you’re called to be. A man in a wheelchair is asked how does it feel to be confined to 
a wheelchair for the rest of your life. He says confined by it? I’m not confined by a wheelchair. A 
wheelchair brings me liberation. Without this wheelchair, I would be stuck in bed at home all day, but 
instead I get to go around and do all the things I do. Maybe you need to substitute wheelchair for 
cane or walker. You have contempt for it. But not this man, right? He says it brings me liberation. A 
man who is growing in wisdom and life, he loses his job. How does it feel to lose your job, to get 
fired? He says I’m finally free to do the thing I was called to do. To start my business, to get a better 
job. I finally see where I was falling short. I finally have the skills to become who I’m called to be. So 
you see it’s a different perspective when you’re working on you. Some of you, if you continue to grow 
in your skills and development, weirdly you just might get fired. You just go take your old boss’ 
business. It’s a pro tip, there you go. I just saw a story about a man who had his arm bitten off by a 
shark. That’s a horrible story living here in California; had his arm bitten off by a shark. And about a 
year later, somebody was interviewing him and said what was it like getting your arm bit off by a 
shark? You’re never going to have your arm again. And he said I know this sounds crazy; it was a 
gift. I was sleepwalking through life. And you know when you get attacked by a shark, you don’t think 
you’re going to just lose your arm, you think you’re going to lose everything. I didn’t lose everything. 
I got off easy. There’s lots of people who have been attacked by a shark and lost a lot more than an 
arm. They lost everything. But it gave me a second lease at life. It gave me a fresh perspective. And 
this is how life can be for those of us who know that it gets better when you get better.  
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It doesn’t get better when you get a better spouse, it gets better when you become a better spouse. 
It doesn’t get better when you get a better job, it gets better when you become a better boss or 
employee. It doesn’t get better when politics go the direction you want it to go, when your work, when 
your school, when your church, when they go the way you want it to go, it gets better when you go 
the way you want to go. When you have the path laid out before you, when you have a lamp unto 
your feet and a light unto your path to show you where to go and you have direction, and you realize 
that the path doesn’t begin out there, it begins in here and in here, that’s when it all changes. It 
changes when you stop asking for life to be easier, and you start asking God to make you stronger. 
It changes when you stop asking for the struggle to go away, and asking for God to give you the kind 
of skills you need to get through those struggles. Life changes when you stop wishing that it had 
fewer obstacles and start wishing that you had more wisdom. And the more you pray for that and 
allow the Holy Spirit to work in you, the more you cling to the cross and just decide I’m not going to 
be ashamed, I’m not going to be worried, I’m not going to be fearful, I’m going to keep working on 
me one day at a time. It all changes, everything. Put it to the test. Prove to me that its true. You’ll 
see. It’s been true in my life, and I know it will be for yours, as well. Lord, we thank you in the name 
of Jesus that you didn’t just call us to be saved, you called us to be disciples. You called us to learn. 
We want to learn, Lord. Thank you, Father, that we are deciding today not to be less than we can 
be, but to be all that we can be. We pray that you’d give us wisdom and give us the kind of people, 
books and prayers that help us grow. Lord, we love you and we thank you, it’s in Jesus’ name we 
pray, all God’s people said, amen. 
 
BENEDICTION – Bobby Schuller 
And now the Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. The Lord lift His countenance upon you and give you His peace in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, amen. 


