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WELCOME – Michael Mauldin 
Welcome, church. Hello and welcome. You know, they've been doing that song every 
Sunday for 70 years. Isn't that incredible? Seventy years. Not only is that amazing, but it's 
also Biblical. Check this out. Psalm 95 says this, “Oh, come, let's sing to the Lord. Let's 
make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. Let's come into his presence with 
Thanksgiving. Let's make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise.” And so we come to 
Him making this joyful noise, this joyful sound, but He also says, come into Him with 
thanksgiving. Come into His presence with thanksgiving.  
I just want us to take a moment just to like think about three things that you're thankful for 
this morning. Because this whole service, the worship, all of it is to connect you to God. 
That's the purpose. And thanksgiving is the doorway into His presence. We enter His 
gates with thanksgiving, right, and His courts with praise.  
So gratitude is the doorway and then praise takes us a little bit further. So just think of 
three things right now that you're thankful for. Now I want you just, in your own words, just 
turn that gratitude to God. Just tell Him what you're thankful for.  
 
PRAYER FOR OFFERING – Bobby Schuller                           
 
Praise the Lord. Ushers, you can bring the offering forward. We’re going to pray for the 
offering now. The children are going to help us sing the Doxology. You guys ready to sing 
the Doxology? If you don’t know it, you just go “watermelon, watermelon” with your mouth. 
All right?  
Father, we thank you for this offering. We recognize that the presence of the Lord is in the 
house, and with both fear and the comfort of the Holy Spirit, we thank you, God, that 
you’ve received these gifts as a fragrant incense before you. Let them go from us to you to 
further the kingdom work in this world, in this city, and around the country. We thank you, 
God, that your Holy Spirit and presence has received this like Abel’s offering, worthy of the 
Lord, in Jesus name, amen. 
 
THANK YOU TO VOICES OF HOPE – Bobby Schuller 
Praise the Lord. Thank you, Voices of Hope. Let’s give them another hand. We love you 
guys. Thank you. What a gift. And thank you to the parents who bring your kids every 
Thursday. I know that’s not easy during rush hour, and for coming to church today. God 
bless you, too.  
 
DECLARATION/SCRIPTURE – Bobby Schuller 

 
We're going to say this confession from Ephesians. Hold your hands like this. And we've 
changed it to the first person plural so it's a confession for our church. Let's say it together: 
I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give us the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation so that we may know Him better.  
I pray that the eyes of our heart may be enlightened in order that we may know the hope to 
which He has called us, the riches of His glorious inheritance in His holy people and His 
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty 
strength He exerted when He raised Christ from the dead and seated Him at His right 
hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and 
every name that is invoked, not only in the present age, but also in the one to come.  
Everybody say amen. Amen. Praise God. 
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MESSAGE/PRAYER – Bobby Schuller "The Believers Authority and Dominion" 
You know, the emblem for Presbyterians is a cross on fire with a dove over it. Are we 
bringing that back, church? No longer the frozen chosen. We’re the fiery or flaming or.. 
yes. I'll think of something by second service. Somebody type it into ChatGPT.  
Today we're going to talk about the.. if you have your Bibles open up to Ephesians chapter 
one. We just said Ephesians chapter one. Is that powerful? Be careful when you pray for a 
spirit of revelation. You're going to get it. The first thing God's going to reveal to you is your 
sin. It's the last thing we want to hear about. But we're not going to talk about that today.  
Isn't it good that God forgives us and loves us right where we are, even when we were 
enemies of God, He loved us. He doesn't want any shame on us, any condemnation on 
us. He wants to set us free. How many of you know the truth sets you free? If it didn't set 
you free, it wasn't the truth.  
We're going to talk about the believer's authority. You have authority. The same way a 
police officer has an authority, you have authority even greater than that. And we 
understand that in this church, but we need an authority adjustment today. We need to 
remember that authority in Christ.  
It's interesting, when Jesus was ministering, one of the main things that the people said 
about Him is that He wasn't like the scribes and the Pharisees, because He had what? 
(AUDIENCE – authority). Authority. He had this special authority. The word authority is 
mentioned like 35 times in the gospels about Jesus. Authority, authority, authority.  
In fact, one of the interesting things about Jesus is that.. I've said this before, it's worth 
repeating, all the miracles that Jesus performs in the Gospels are often performed by the 
prophets in the Old Testament, except for one, and that is the casting out and rebuking of 
demons, which is on like every page. And no prophet could do that before. And every 
demon that saw Jesus freaked out. They knew who He was and they kind of cried out like, 
this is unfair. This is not our appointed time. What are you doing here? Isn't that 
interesting? And He had authority to rebuke them and to cast them out.  
Does the church have authority to cast out demons? They do. Does the church have.. do 
you, as a member of the church, have authority to rebuke an unclean spirit of sorrow? You 
do. Unclean spirit of fear? That's right.  
Now, although we're meant to be people who pray, and we pray a lot, the praying is the 
filling of the tank. We talked about that last week. But when your tank is full, now it's time 
to command, to exercise your authority.  
Psalm 23, probably most memorized Bible verse in the world, in the middle it says, “even 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil.” Why? “Because 
you are with me.” Because Christ walks with you. How many of you know “Even though I 
walk through the valley of shadow of death, I will fear no evil,” how many of you know evil 
fears you? Isn't that right? Does evil fear Jesus? Is Jesus in you? Sometimes or all the 
time? Amen. 
If you drive down the road and the lights go out, you might see a police officer standing in 
the middle of the road directing traffic. And that police officer might be 110 pounds, 4 foot 
11. He might be a tiny guy, but how many of you know, no matter how big you are and 
how big your car is and how big your truck is, you're going to obey him. Is that right? A 
semi is coming down the road and this little wee little man goes like this, who wins? The 
wee little man. 
Now the scriptures used to say, “Behold, I've given you power,” the English translation. 
And modern translation betters are “I've given you authority,” and that's a better 
translation. How many of you know that wee little man does not have power over the 
semi? If that semi hits him, it's going to trample over him. Does the enemy have power? 
He does. Hello? He does. Is he killing people? Yes. Is he giving people cancer? Yes. Is he 
leading people to hell? Yes. Is he deceiving people? Yes. He is. 

The enemy has power, great power, but greater is He who lives in you, who lives in 
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you than he that is in the world. And so when that little scrawny guy puts up his hand, the 
semi stops. It could be a tank coming down the road, and it will stop. Not because the man 
has power, but because the man has what? Authority. He's got a badge; he's got an outfit; 
he's clothed with something. Are you clothed with Christ? Yes! What happens if you put 
your hand up? The enemy will stop! I stop because I recognize authority. Did you know 
Satan recognizes authority? Satan does not recognize begging. Satan wants you to beg 
God.  
Did you open your Bibles to Ephesians 1? It's okay if you didn't, because I didn't either. 
Alright, Ephesians 1. We're going to start in the middle of that prayer. It's middle of a 
sentence, but I want you to see something. Ephesians 1 verse 20 says, “That power is the 
same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated 
him.” Okay, if you have a pen with your Bible, underline ‘seated him.’ What's He sitting on? 
Anybody? What's He sitting on? Come on. Someone other than Michael. What's He sitting 
on? Come on. What's He sitting on? (AUDIENCE – a throne) A throne! He's sitting on a 
throne. The throne is a symbol of authority. Amen? He's sitting on a cathedra.  
“At his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and 
dominion and every name that is invoked.” Did you catch that? All rule, all authority, all 
power, all dominion, every name, everything. “Not only in the present age, but also in the 
age that is to come. And God placed all things.” If you have a pen, underline ‘all things.’ Is 
poverty a thing? Yes! What about sickness? Does that count as all things? Yes! What 
about unsaved kids? Is that all things? Yes! What about a nation that's in trouble? Is that 
all things? Yes! “God has placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head 
over everything for the Church. The Church, which is his body.” What's His body? The 
church is His body. “The fullness of him who fills everything in every way. All authority, all 
rule, all power, all dominion, all things are under Jesus feet because he's seated” on what? 
A throne. 
In fact, let's just say that: all things (AUDIENCE – all things) are under His feet 
(AUDIENCE – are under His feet) because He's seated (AUDIENCE – because He’s 
seated) in heavenly places (AUDIENCE – in heavenly places). Okay. Did you know we are 
seated, too? Where are we seated, as the Church? (AUDIENCE – with Him) In heavenly 
places. With who? With Christ. Are all things under our feet? Yes! 
Ephesians chapter two, verse six. Just go down another few verses. It's still the same 
thought. The numbers in the Bible were not in the original Bible. Those were placed there 
later by men, so they're not inspired. It's just a letter. So he continues to say, “And God 
raised us.” Who's us? (AUDIENCE – the church) The church. “God raised us with Christ 
and seated us, the church, with him, in heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.” Where are we 
sealed? (AUDIENCE – Christ)  
Declare this with me: I am seated (AUDIENCE – I am seated) with the church (AUDIENCE 
– with the church) in heavenly realms (AUDIENCE – in heavenly realms). God has placed 
(AUDIENCE – God has placed) all things (AUDIENCE – all things) under our feet 
(AUDIENCE – under our feet) in Jesus name (AUDIENCE – in Jesus name). Isn't that 
powerful? Don't say that, but isn't that powerful? (AUDIENCE – yes) That is powerful. The 
church is seated. The church is seated with Christ. Seated with Christ in heavenly realms.  
Now this sounds like a heresy, but it's actually orthodoxy. This is in all of our creeds and 
confessions. I think every Christian church believes this, but it sounds weird. The church is 
Christ. The church is Christ. 
When Saul is persecuting the church and he's never met Jesus, he doesn't even know 
who Jesus is, he's going around persecuting Christians. He's tying them up and binding 
them, killing some of them, putting others in prison, and then Jesus appears to him on the 
road to Damascus and He says, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute (AUDIENCE – me) 
me?” I imagine Saul was thinking, I don't know who you are. I've never seen you before. I 
don't know you. I don't know your name.  
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But notice how Jesus doesn't say, Saul, Saul, why do you persecute the church. He says, 
why do you persecute me?  
In Matthew 25, he says, “Anytime you did it for the least of these brothers of mine.” Do not 
mistake that Matthew 25 is for poor people outside of the church. It's actually not. On the 
judgment seat. He doesn't say the least of these. He said the least of these brothers of 
mine. He's talking about other Christians. “If you did it for the least of these brothers of 
mine, you did it for me.” For who? For Jesus. The church is Christ. You are the body of 
Christ.  
First Corinthians says you are the body of Christ. This means Christians, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, are united as one living organism with Christ as the head, to fulfill 
God's will on earth as it is in heaven. The church is Christ. These are Christ's hands. 
Right? I know the wheels are turning. Don't look at me in that tone of voice. Come on, this 
is important. Jesus is the head, but we are the shoulders, knees and toes. Is that right? 
Yes! Jesus is the head, but we're the shoulders, knees and toes, knees and toes. Amen?  
The head can't do much without the body, can it? Yes, the body can do nothing without the 
head, but how much can the head do without the body? Do you think Christ is frustrated 
that we're not operating in our authority? Absolutely! Absolutely! It's like a paralyzed body. 
The head's working, but nothing else is working. Amen! The church is Christ.  
Declare with me: because of the Holy Spirit (AUDIENCE – because of the Holy Spirit), my 
feet are Christ's feet (AUDIENCE – my feet are Christ’s feet). My mouth is Christ's mouth 
(AUDIENCE – my mouth is Christ’s mouth). My eyes are Christ's eyes (AUDIENCE – my 
eyes are Christ’s eyes). My ears are Christ’s ears (AUDIENCE – my ears are Christ’s 
ears). My hands are Christ's hands (AUDIENCE – my hands are Christ’s hands). In Jesus 
name (AUDIENCE – in Jesus name). 
Remember that next time you lay hands on someone. Whose hands are touching that 
person? (AUDIENCE – Christ) When you lay hands and power is transferred from you to 
them, whose power and whose hands are touching them? Jesus. We need more faith, 
guys. 
Here's a faithful saying: I'm not Christ, but we are. I'm not Christ, but we are. Is that right? 
How many Christians does it take to make a we? (AUDIENCE – two) Two or more. Is it not 
written where two or more agree about anything? Anything they ask, it will be done for 
them. How many of you know that scripture is about authority? Is it not written where two 
or three are gathered in my name, there I am also, because the church is Christ and it 
takes two or more to make a church.  
That's a special word for married couples who are Christian, by the way. Every time you 
pray together, the church is praying. Praise God. It's not just a person, it's a church praying 
in agreement. Amen. So why do you think the enemy wants to split up couples? Christian 
couples. That's a powerful prayer. 
Notice how when Jesus sends His disciples out, He always sends them out as church. He 
will send them out without food. He'll send them out without money. He'll send them out 
without a cloak or a sword or anything, but He will never send them out alone. Never, 
never, never, ever.  
Is it important for Christians to gather as a church? (AUDIENCE – yes) Every week? 
(AUDIENCE – yes) Every week? (AUDIENCE – yes) Is God there for you every day 
(AUDIENCE – yes). Every hour? (AUDIENCE – yes) How about every minute? 
(AUDIENCE – yes) Can you gather one and a half hours once a week? (AUDIENCE – 
yes) And why is it important then? Because we are Christ. I am not Christ. We are.  
A lot happens when we gather. A lot. We have no idea the kind of stuff we've just released 
into the spiritual atmosphere in the last 45 minutes. Just incredible stuff. Incredible. If you 
could see it, you'd want to gather all the time, every day. Praise the Lord. And too many 
American Christians are like mountain goats. Always out, not in a flock, always by myself. 
Look at me. Look how high I am. Look how tall I am. Look how high I can climb.  
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Standing on the edge of a cliff all by themself with a lion looking at them. Dangerous, 
dangerous, dangerous.  
James says, is any one of you sick? Get the elders together to pray for him and anoint him 
with oil and the prayer offered in faith will heal him. Now look at the assumption is that 
every single Christian has elders over them. Elders. If you've been going to this church 
long enough, you probably know some of the elders. You know me, or you know Pastor 
Michael or Bethany or any of the other pastors here, Sammy, or the elders in the session. 
You probably know leaders in the church, and you would know that if you're sick and you 
need a church member to pray for it, notice how it's only the church that gets the oil. When 
you lay hands on the sick and people that are not in the church, you don't use oil, but the 
elders have this special type oil, which is the type of the Holy Spirit.  
James is showing us that, of course, if you're a believer, you're a part of a congregation. 
You're under elders. And I have known a lot of great men, especially men of God, who fell 
because they were not under the covering of a church. I want you to know if you're a 
member of this church, you're being prayed for every day. You have a pastor and a group 
of elders who pray for you. Many of you by name. We intercede for you, and there's power 
in that, as well, to have a pastor praying for you. Amen! (AUDIENCE – amen) Is that right?  
And it doesn't matter how great a man of God you are, it doesn't matter if you're a prophet 
and you can raise the dead, if you're not under the covering of elders, you're in danger. I 
have seen many men of God who have their own little thing they do, and they refuse to be 
in a church because they got hurt or they don't want to submit. And they almost always fall. 
And it's usually to sexual sin, for whatever weird reason. That's just anecdotal. It’s totally 
anecdotal, but I'm going to say that one more time because I think the enemy was trying to 
distract people from that. There are people, great men of God, who think they're too great 
to be under the covering of elders, and they are prey for the enemy. And it's usually to 
sexual sin. Those who have ears to hear, let them hear.  
And in fact, if you're watching on YouTube and you're looking for a church, come down to 
Shepherd's Grove. If you've ever heard of Irvine, come on down and worship with us. And 
if you've not heard of Irvine, you're too far to come. But you can subscribe. I squeezed one 
in. Look at that. You can subscribe. You can like, you can comment. All right. I'm losing 
credibility every second. 
Principle number one: the church is seated with Christ and has everything under her feet. 
Let's just say that aloud: The church is seated with Christ and has everything under her 
feet. Amen. Amen. It's time to act like it. It's time to pray like it. We talk to sickness. We 
don't beg it to go. We tell it to go. We talk to sorrow. We talk to despair. We talk to poverty. 
We tell it to go. Amen! It's under our feet. Stomp, stomp, stomp. Amen. Be strong in the 
Lord in the power of His might. But in order to have the power of His might, you have to be 
in the Lord, not in yourself. Don't listen to the New Age deception. You are not a God and 
you have no power in and of yourself. All you have is the power to break free and be a 
mountain goat and get killed. We need the Lord. Amen? (AUDIENCE – amen) We are 
sheep in His pasture. Praise God. No, Lord, no might. Obedience to God gives you 
authority. Prayer of a righteous man avails much. Praise God. Amen? So you need to be 
held by the Lord to have the authority.  
Hannah's family when Hannah and I were dating, they had this little Shih Tzu. Y'all thought 
I cussed in church, didn't you? Mozart, little dog, really cute guy. His name was Mozart. 
And he had one scraggletooth sticking out of his mouth and he was cross eyed. World's 
ugliest dog. But very, very cute and tiny.  
And I remember that he was kind of a little coward. I mean, like anytime someone would 
come around, he was really afraid. Like if a mailman would come, he'd be really afraid. But 
then if Dr. Presley, Hannah's dad, would pick him up and hold him like this, he would look 
at the mailman and start growling and barking. Is that a symbol for the kingdom or what? 
That’s what we are, y'all. How many of you know God doesn't pick up Great Danes?  
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He doesn't. It's kind of awkward to hold a Great Dane. You just operate in your own power. 
God likes to pick up little Mozart’s. Little Chihuahuas. The least will be greatest. The weak 
become strong. Humble yourself before the Lord. Let Him carry you. Live in His power. 
Amen? Hallelujah.  
We have no power over demons. Come on. These are ancient beings that are millions of 
years old. They know us inside and out. They know how to play us like a fiddle. We're 
never going to figure them out. All we have is what? (AUDIENCE – the name) The name, 
the authority. That's what we have. You walk up to any unclean spirit and you say, you 
know who I work for, right? You know who sent me.  
Resist the devil and he will what? (AUDIENCE – flee) Flee! You resist the devil, Jesus 
says, not I resist the devil. Don't pray and ask God for me to resist the devil. There's not 
one time, not one time where Jesus says, pray that I would resist the devil for you. You 
resist the devil. You have authority. The church is Christ.  
If you have your Bibles, turn to Luke, chapter 10. Praise the Lord. Some of you are getting 
some new power. How many of you know the devil's getting mad? He's like, shut him up. 
No, sir. You shut up. Is that right? You shut up and you go. And he has to do it in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Luke, chapter 10 verse 18. Somebody say, ha ha. (AUDIENCE – ha ha) “I saw Satan fall 
like lightning from heaven. I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions.” 
Amen. We'll get to this in a minute. He's not talking about literal snakes and scorpions. It's 
a type in the Old Testament. “And to overcome all the power of the enemy. Nothing will 
harm you.” Let's just say that aloud: nothing will harm me (AUDIENCE – nothing will harm 
me) in Jesus name (AUDIENCE – in Jesus name). “However, do not rejoice that the spirits 
submit to you.” But do they submit to you? (AUDIENCE – yes) They do. “Do not rejoice 
that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice” what? “That your names are written in heaven.” If 
your name is not written in heaven, I'm going to give you an opportunity to become a 
Christian in about 10 minutes. Prepare your heart.  
At that time, Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, I praise you, Father. And now 
did you catch how He said it - full of joy? Is He smiling, probably, maybe laughing? So full 
of joy. Ha ha ha ha, right? “Joy through the Holy Spirit said, I praise you! Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned and 
revealed them to little children.” We just had some up here, didn't we? (AUDIENCE – yes) 
“Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.”  
How many of you know the wise and learned of our world have very little spiritual 
authority? They're too complicated. This is such a simple thing. It's a police officer saying, 
stop, go. In fact, I'm convinced that the more authority you have, the less you need to 
shout. Go. You just know, right? You know who I work for. You know who sent me. It's not 
complicated. This is why God loves to use teenagers and college students. They're not 
complicated. They don't have a bunch of bad stuff that they learned that they have to 
unlearn. Amen. And who knows here, however old you are, you can become 
uncomplicated again. You can just read the Word and live by the Word. We do not need to 
figure and sort out everything that God does or doesn't do. We just need to have authority 
and obey the Word. It's simple. 
It's like making an omelet. It's just a couple ingredients. Yet it's kind of hard for some of us 
to do. I can't make an omelet, but I can command the enemy. So when He says scorpions 
and serpents, these are types. Scorpion is a type for torment and pain. A serpent is a type 
for deception and danger. That's Satan. Amen?  
Principle number one, we already said. Principle number two is this: every form of demonic 
danger, whether deadly or tormenting, is under your feet. In fact, we're going to say that 
together: every form of demonic danger, whether deadly or tormenting, and say, my is 
under my feet. Amen. He says, I have given you authority and He's given it! That means 
you have it. I have given YOU authority.  
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The word authority here is exousia. It means the right. I've given you the right. How many 
of you know Americans, we have some rights, don't we? But you have to exercise your 
right. How many of you know they're constantly, here in America, people trying to take 
away your rights, especially the First Amendment. Is that right or wrong? (AUDIENCE – 
right) So you have a right. You have the freedom of (AUDIENCE – speech) speech, 
freedom to bear arms, the freedom of assembly. Amen? We know them all. Well, some of 
us know them all. But anyway, our education system. Anyway. So the enemy will try to 
infringe on your spiritual rights.  
I once heard a street preacher on YouTube who was preaching the gospel and code 
enforcement and a police department came and they said, ‘you can't be here on the 
sidewalk.’ So the cop is there, and a code enforcement officer from the city was there. 
‘You can't be here.’ And he said, ‘I have a First Amendment right to preach the gospel and 
I'm in a public place.’ And the police officer went, ‘yes, that's true, but..’ And then the code 
enforcement guy said, ‘you're violating the codes, the city ordinances for this place.’ And 
he pulled out a sheet of paper that had the city ordinance that showed he could do what he 
was doing. And both these guys went.. Somebody say it is written. (AUDIENCE – it is 
written) That's all that matters. It is written.  
So those look like people. How many of you know you're going to have religious people 
come in your life and say, you don't have authority over the devil. You don't have authority 
over sickness. You don't have authority over poverty. You don't have authority over your 
kids to pray that they be saved. You don't have authority over your country. Hog wash. 
Somebody say it is written (AUDIENCE – it is written). Show me where it's written. I don't 
want to hear man's philosophies. I don't want to hear something you learned in seminary. 
Show me it is written. Show me it is written. I went to seminary. It's wonderful. I think it's a 
good thing to do, but how many of you know you can get some yeast when you buy your 
bread from the wrong place. Little yeast leavens the whole loaf.  
Some of the greatest men of God have been attorneys because they understand what 
rights mean. How about some of these names: John Calvin, Sir Thomas Moore, Charles 
Finney, William Wilberforce, all attorneys. In fact, I remember when Colin, who used to be 
a pastor here, and I, we were so overcome by how many great men of God, who were 
faith healers and great workers and missionaries, who had incredible power of the enemy, 
so universally were attorneys that we thought maybe we should get a law degree instead 
of a seminary degree. And you know, I'm not sure that would have been such a bad thing 
to read the scripture as law, as spiritual law. Right? (AUDIENCE – yes) This is a better 
way of seeing things, not hoping and begging. That's a pagan thing. We don't do that. 
We're not trying to beg Zeus to do something. We serve a mighty God whose Word cannot 
fail. He is so faithful, He always does what He says He's going to do. Amen. 
All right, so you have rights over demons, you have rights over torment, you have right 
over sickness, you have right over unclean spirits like sorrow, depression, sexual stuff, all 
that. You have power over sickness, you have power over all these things. You don't beg, 
you don't hope, you don't compromise by saying it must be God's will. You know God's will 
by it is written. I have given you exousia. You don't beg, you don't do any things. You 
trample underfoot, Jesus said. Trample. Stomp, stomp, stomp, stomp. Authority! We need 
a church with some guts. Amen? Authority! Praise the Lord. 
Worship team, come on up. I'll tell you one last story, and then some of you are going to 
receive eternal life. A man went on a cruise ship years ago. He came from Europe, this is 
a long time ago, when the only way to go from Europe to the United States was through a 
boat. And so he saved and saved and saved for years and he bought a ticket on this boat, 
but all he had enough was to get on the boat and didn't have enough to pay for food on the 
boat. And so while he was staying there in his little cabin, he would go around scrounging 
scraps from the dumpster and from the garbage to try and eat. He would try and get fresh 
water. He'd drink people's leftovers.  
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And on the last day when they were coming into New York, one of the deckhands saw him 
scrapping and said, ‘sir, what are you doing?’ And he said, ‘I'm so sorry. I only had enough 
money for the ticket. I did not have enough money for food. I'm a poor man, this is my 
dream to come to America, and so I've just been eating people's leftovers.’ And he said, 
‘sir, the food is included. The food is included in the ticket price.’ He could have been 
having caviar and champagne. It was paid for. It was paid for in advance, but he didn't 
know. He didn't know.  
You have authority. You have authority. The enemy wants you to beg for scraps. No more. 
Not here. Not Shepherd's Grove. No, we are not a begging church. We're a church with 
authority. We're a faith church. Amen? Praise God for that. We're faith people.  
All right. I feel led of the Lord to offer anyone who wants to be saved can be saved today. 
Many people don't know what will happen when they die, and they're afraid of death. Not 
believers. We're looking forward to it. But we have work to do here on earth. Amen?  
And if you need to get your life right with the Lord, if you're one of two people, you've 
wandered and you don't know the Lord, if you'd say maybe I've backslidden or something 
like that, or you've never been a Christian, you've thought about it, but today you want to 
commit your life to Christ and become a follower of Him, I want to tell you that what I'm 
asking you to do is a huge deal. I'm not asking you to just pray a prayer. I'm asking you to 
die, to lay your life down, to be crucified, buried and raised to life. I'm asking you to give 
your whole life to God, not part of it. Every head up, everybody looking around.  
I'm going to ask you in a minute to stand, if that's you, and we're going to pray for you to 
receive eternal life. And the reason I don't want anybody hiding or pretending is if you can't 
stand for Christ in church, how are you going to stand for Christ in the world?  
At this moment, if you need to get your life right with God in that special way, or you want 
to become a believer today, just stand with everybody looking. I'm not going to ask you to 
come down, I just want you to stand. Come on. Okay, thank you. Praise the Lord. Praise 
the Lord. Praise the Lord. Okay, come on, worship team, come on up. Keep standing. 
There's more. Anybody else?  
Stay standing. We're going to make this confession together. We're going to pray this 
prayer and I want the whole church to pray it together. Say this with me: Lord Jesus Christ 
(AUDIENCE – Lord Jesus Christ) I believe that you are the Son of God (AUDIENCE – I 
believe that you are the Son of God) and the only way to God (AUDIENCE – and the only 
way to God). You died on the cross for my sins (AUDIENCE – you died on the cross for 
my sins) and rose again from the dead (AUDIENCE – and rose again from the dead). I 
confess that I am a sinner (AUDIENCE – I confess that I am a sinner) and I repent of my 
rebellion (AUDIENCE – and I repent of my rebellion). I turn away from every form of sin 
(AUDIENCE – I turn away from every form of sin) and I turn to you, Lord (AUDIENCE – 
and I turn to you, Lord), for mercy and forgiveness (AUDIENCE – for mercy and 
forgiveness).  
I trust you, Lord Jesus (AUDIENCE – I trust you, Lord Jesus). Come on, church, louder. To 
cleanse me with your precious blood (AUDIENCE – to cleanse me with your precious 
blood) and to make me a child of God (AUDIENCE – and to make me a child of God). I 
renounce Satan (AUDIENCE – I renounce Satan) and every evil influence in my life 
(AUDIENCE – and every evil influence in my life). I break every tie with the kingdom of 
darkness (AUDIENCE – I break every tie with the kingdom of darkness) and I choose to 
belong to you (AUDIENCE – and I choose to belong to you). By faith (AUDIENCE – by 
faith), I receive eternal life (AUDIENCE – I receive eternal life) and I acknowledge you as 
my Savior (AUDIENCE – and I acknowledge you as my Savior), my Lord (AUDIENCE – 
my Lord), my deliverer (AUDIENCE – my deliverer). We're almost there. Louder, come on. 
From this day forward (AUDIENCE – from this day forward), I yield myself to your spirit 
(AUDIENCE – I yield myself to your spirit) I ask you to fill me (AUDIENCE – I ask you to fill 
me), to guide me (AUDIENCE – to guide me).  
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And to empower me (AUDIENCE – and to empower me) to walk in righteousness 
(AUDIENCE – to walk in righteousness), in victory (AUDIENCE – in victory), and in 
obedience (AUDIENCE – and in obedience). Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ (AUDIENCE – 
thank you, Lord Jesus Christ). I believe you've heard my prayer (AUDIENCE – I believe 
you’ve heard my prayer). I believe you've accepted me (AUDIENCE – I believe you’ve 
accepted me), and I believe I now belong to you forever (AUDIENCE – and I believe I now 
belong to you forever). Amen (AUDIENCE – amen).  
If you prayed that prayer, you're saved. Those of you who stood, after church go to this 
welcome thing in the back, and we would love to pray for you more and to combine you. 
Praise God. We love you guys. All of us, let's stand together. Lift your hands to heaven like 
this. We're almost done. Let's finish with power. Amen?  

Thank you, Lord.  
 
BENEDICTION – Bobby Schuller 
Now the Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. The Lord lift His countenance upon you and give you His peace in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, amen. 


